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To: Board of Commissioners 
 Planning Board 
  
From: Randy Hawkins, Zoning Administrator 
 
Date: February 13, 2015 
 
Re: CUP #341 
 Freemont Solar Center, LLC, applicant 

Parcel ID# 30054 and 51301 (portions of each) 
 

The following information is for use by the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners and 
Planning Board at their joint meeting/public hearing on March 2, 2015. (This hearing 
was originally scheduled for February 2, 2015, but the applicant requested a 
postponement.) 
 
REQUEST 
 
The applicant is requesting a conditional use permit to establish a solar farm in the R-T 
(Transitional Residential) district. Under the Unified Development Ordinance, a solar 
farm may be permitted in the R-T district only where approved by the Board of 
Commissioners through conditional use review. 
 
SITE AREA AND DESCRIPTION 
 
The proposed 40-acre site is located on the east side of N.C. 16 bypass about 3,500 
feet south of Sedgebrook Drive West. The site would be accessed via Avenel Lane, a 
private road off Sedgebrook Drive West, a state-maintained road. The site is adjoined 
by property zoned R-T and PD-MU (Planned Development Mixed Use) and by a railroad. 
Land uses in this area are primarily residential and agricultural. The site is located in an 
area designated by the Lincoln County Land Use Plan as Residential Suburban. 
 
SOLAR FARM STANDARDS 
 
The UDO establishes the following standards for a solar farm: 
 
§4.3.7. Solar Farm 

 

  A.  All structures and security fencing shall be set back a minimum of 50  
   feet from property lines and road right-of-ways. 



    

B. Where a site abuts a public road or property with a residential use, the 
 following screening shall be provided unless a modification is approved  
 by  the Board of Commissioners: two parallel rows of evergreen trees or 
 shrubs, a minimum of five feet in height at planting, arranged in  a 
 staggered manner a maximum of 10 feet apart in each row, with  the 
 rows a  maximum of 10 feet apart. 
 

C.       No panel structures shall be greater than 20 feet in height. 
 

D. The electrical collection system shall be placed underground except 
 near points of interconnection with the electric grid. 
 

E. A map analysis showing a radius of five nautical miles from the center of 
 the project with any airport operations in the area highlighted shall be 
 submitted with the conditional use permit application. If a Federal 
 Aviation Administration (FAA) regulated airport is located within  the 
 radius, all required information shall be submitted to the FAA for 
 review. Proof  of delivery of notification and date of delivery shall 
 be submitted with the permit application.   
   
F. A decommissioning plan signed by the party responsible for 
 decommissioning and the landowner  shall be submitted with the permit 
 application and shall be recorded with the Register of Deeds prior to 
 final electrical inspection. The plan shall include the following 
 information: defined conditions upon which decommissioning will be 
 initiated, the anticipated manner in which the solar farm project 
 will be decommissioned and the site restored, a timetable for 
 completion of  decommissioning, description of any agreement with the 
 landowner regarding decommissioning, the party responsible for 
 decommissioning, and plans for updating the decommissioning plan. 
 
G. A solar farm that ceases to produce energy on a continuous basis for 12 
 months shall be considered abandoned and the property owner and 
 other responsible party shall be required to decommission the facility 
 and restore the site to its prior condition within 12 months from the 
 time that the facility is deemed to be abandoned, unless substantial 
 evidence is presented to the Director of the intent to maintain and 
 reinstate the operation of the facility. 
 
H. In the event the property owner and/or responsible party fail to timely 
 decommission the solar farm facility as required above, Lincoln County 
 and the Director shall be entitled to take all measures allowed by this 
 UDO and the North Carolina General Statutes, including, but not limited 
 to, the right to levy penalties as provided in §11.2.1, the right to obtain 
 a permanent injunction ordering the removal of such solar farm 
 facility, and the right to obtain a court order permitting Lincoln  County 
 to remove such solar farm facility.   
 

 

 
































