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1. Name of Property

historic name ~ Machpelah Presbyterian Church

other names/site number N/A

2_ Location

not for publication N/A
vicinity
zipcode 28080

street & number 226 Brevard Place Road

city or town  Iron Statton

state  North Carolina  code ~ NC  county

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

| hereby certify that this _X nomination
for registering properties in the National Reg|ster of Iél I3
reqmrements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

___hational

Signature of certifying official Date

North Carolina State Histori
Title

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the. propérty

Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4, Natlonal Park Service Certlt" cation

1, hereby, certify lhzgt this property

___entered ",ti_l Nalio’nal R’egister ___determined eligible for the National Register

__determined not @ligible for the National Register __removed from the National Register

__ other (explain:}

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within
{Check as many boxes as apply} {Check only one box) {Do not include previously listed resquyices:

Contributing

private
public — Local
public — State

public — Federal

1
1
0
0
2

Name of related multiple property listing N
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/Religious Facility

FUNERARY/Cemetery

Materials
(Enter categories from instructicns)

{Enter catebones from |nstruchons)

MID-19™ LFN’I LRY/Gréek Revival foundation: Stone

g

walls: Brick

Stucco

rooft  Wood — Shake

other:

Secticns 5-7, page 2
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Narrative Description
{Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncogtrlbuting resources
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics, ofthe property, such as

its location, setting, size, and significant features.) o

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF THE NOMINATED PROPERTY

Built in 1848, Machpelah Presbyterian Church is a highly intact example of a nndAnmetunth
style brick church locared at 226 Brew ard Place Roqd Iron Station, Lincoln Coux_lry ’North Caroling _Slt'u\'lted in eastern

11n 1801 and 18 located roug i
oad and Old/Plank Road.' The cuﬁcth 1s
syhe‘{panded ar an’{;nknown date, with the marble
1Maé pelqh Cemeter; contams bllfl"llb

b ri\wuh Oid Plank Roqd to the cast. The church St’lﬂdb at a high point in the area,
com eynig 1ts pxommcncc Fr ' the church, the land slopes slightly to the east towards Machpelah Cemetery and
Jace Road. Iourteen acres of the northern section of the parcel are heavily wooded.
Both the'c ch fmd cemet are set back roughly 60 feet from the north side of Brevard Place Road, with the
cemetery lying ppromma sl 220 feet northeast of the church. The visual and historical connections between
Machpelah Presbyiérian yhurch and Cemetery ave significant features of the property. The church and cemetery are
separated by a small | gfove of mature deciduous trees. A gravel parking area, accessible from Brevard Place Road, lies
south of the church and is separated from the churchyard by a low stone wall, which mimics the church’s foundation
and was built by a church benefactor around 2005 to 2006. Two stone piers, marking a grassy driveway to Machpelah

Cemetery, lie 30 feet south of Machpelah Cemetery and were constructed in the mid-1990s. A brick walkway leads

! Originally known as the “Brevard and Graham Graveyard,” the cemetery is known throughour the communty as Machpelah Cemerery.
This 15 also the named used in the local landmark report; therefore, for clarity and consistency, the name “Machpelah Cemetery” is used
rhroughout this nominadon.

Section 7, Page 2
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from the gravel parking area, through a break in the stonc wall, and forms a brick apron at the front doors on the
church’s south clevation. There are two contributing resources on the property, including one 59\11tribuﬂng building
(Machpelah Presbyterian Church) and one contributing site (Machpelah Cemetery). i

Machpelah Presbyterian Church Contributing Building

1848

Exterior

Built in 1848, Machpelah Presbyterian Church embodies the rural Greel Revw al-style charﬂé‘; stics popular in
Pledmont North Cmolum church’ archltecturc of the mid- mneteenth centq i 7 aracterized

) k RCV[V‘ll

is cappe
that was mst‘ﬂled in Apnl 2024, LLpl"lClI’lg a non- hlstonc asphalt sillngic oof ‘he take bmrds on thc gable endq are

o 1 ards remain intact on the rear gable,
with the rest replqced dmmg the wood shingle roof mstalhuQn A bnck' , ey projects frotn the apex of the roof.
Decorative brickwork is seen in the flat arches abgve, hL doors and wmd WY roughour, the building, and as the
stepped and molded, four-course brick cornice (Bn%

rear (north) clevation. The reasons for the circa-19:

wiigThe church was painted white
the 1990s.

The two-bay primary (south) elevation features two origs 1d0qblé leaf entry déors. Fach door consists of five panels
w 1th ongm'll box locl\s \‘.lth porcelaln ootk Obb The d? , teﬂ(_ct the earllest iteration of Greek Revival-style entries

Q addinonal windows pierce the north elevation of the
seast and west side Ll(_\"ltl()ﬂS except for the Stucco in Ehe

gable that obscures the jack
2014, The \\'

f Machpelah Presbyterian Church echoes the exterior’s austere aesthetic, and its floor
i untry churches of the mid-nineteenth century with a strict north—south alignment of
§ 41). The interior consists of a single, open, and symmetrically arranged room with a
gallery for ensiaved congregants along the south wall above the entry. The two front doors open directly into the
s'mcru'u'v anid uilike the éXtéi‘lOl faces of the doors, the panels on the interior are plain and recessed. The church has
a double aisle plan w1th;three sets of painted wood pews consisting of cight rows each facing north toward the altar
and two sets of peWs

vith three rows flanking the cast and west sides of altar. The gallery projects over the five back
(south) rows of pews, leaving the front three pews uncovered. A centered, square post interrupts the center row of
pews on the ground floor and supports the gallery. Pilasters on the east and west walls support the sides of the gallery.

Original pine flooting covers the sanctuary floor, and the original plaster walls are covered with white paint. The
cetling was plastered bur was covered w ith wood boards in the 1930s, presumably to cover damaged plaster. ‘The

2 Seth Minshaw, A [eld Guide to laerican Residential Doors (Potrstown, Pennsylvania: Old-doors.info, 2019), 41,
Secticn 7, Page 4
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present-day particle board ceiling was installed in the 1970s. The wood trim throughout the interior is original. A tall,
molded baseboard runs along all four walls of the interior. The door and window trims are slightly more decorative
than their exterior counterparts with fluted surrounds and plain corner blocks. '

ssee, is centrally located
Rgzeled altar is centered
éﬁ';r thhat the beadboard

A circa-1900 wood-burning stove, produced by Gray & Dudley Company of Nashville, T
within the sanctuary. A slender metal support column stands north of the stove. The of
on the north wall. Tt sits ona nser which is thought to have been lowered atan unl«:n(‘)‘5 ’A&'?dq

incar form.

rounded railing with a plain, square newel post lines the top of the qtgg;(\ ijp ning. A low wall lines th

the gallery, which overlooks the sanctuary and altar. Once a pallery %i;gnshvcd people to partake in chu? i
P

the gallery is lined with the same original wood flooring as the égr birid floor, andm few pews remain in plqce The

same bascboard trim present on the ground level is echoed in tf; allery. Flect Jj{ Pwas installed in the bmldmg at

Machpelah Cemetery
Circa 18012014

#'he Grahams and Brevards originally used Machpelah
wnstruction in 1848, it was opened to the congregation.
ibS feet and is enclosed by a dry-stacked stone wall built
exande% evard in the early nineteenth century. The cemetery’s
N%jwslble distinction exists between the original wall and

# early in the cemetery’s history. Originally, a set of stone

single decade containing a [‘J()t'lbl
Cemetery as a family cemetery ol
The rectangular cemeter} i: a5

originally by (Jencmljo* g

: frain Al
oo A1

i ngs in the south wall, likely added when the cemetery’s wall was expfmdcd
i§-covered with grass apart from the Abernathy, Reel, and Reinhardt famuly

gencircle four family plots, and two Brevard family plots have marble posts at the corners
which are conn ‘by:thetal chains, appropriate for families who made their livings by the iron industry. Today,
only a portion of cHalir"along the cast side of the plot remains intact. One Brevard plot features marble posts with flat
tops and the letter “B” inscribed on each, and the other has marble posts with pointed tops resembling small obelisks.

3 The description of Machpelah Cemetery was adapted from Jason Flarpe’s 2020 Local Landmark Repore for Machpelah Presbyterian
Church and Cemetery. Keith €. Seramur of Seramur & Associates, PC completed a geophysical survey and soil penetranion rest ot
Machpelah Cemetery in March 2016 The surver and tests identfied anomalies of 10 unmarked graves. The area outside of the stone wall
of the cemerery was not surveved.

Saction 7, Page 5
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The monument for Captain Alexander Brevard, Rebecca D. Brevard, Floisa Davidson Hayne, and two of Eloisa
Hayne’s childten is situated within one of the Brevard farnily plots and is enclosed by large soapgtone coping.

The earliest gravemarker forms in the Machpelah Cemetery are box tombs, tablets, ledgersd8Msks, pedestal tombs,
and a monument. Later gravemarkers from the mid- to late twentieth century are typica@@8#¥rble and granite die-on-

base forms and granite or marble lawn-style markers. Many of the notable gravem Athin the cemetery were
he Carolina Marble

Works of Lincolaton.

INTEGRITY ASSESSMENT

and decorative brickwork, original wood-sash windows, original panel® Wloors, and few alterations. The interior
remains intact and retains its original floorplan, gallery, wood floors, pla Is, pews, and altar. The particle board
ceiling, wood stove, electricity, and pendant lightsg he only interior alterations. Overall,
Machpelah Presbyterian Church fully retains suft ) }np, and materials to convey its

histonce feeling and association as an 1848 Greek N

STATEMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL

are closely related to the s B dscape. Archaeological features produced by former
structures, fence lines, patgly T¥ees. : Rk that have accumulated through condnued use of the
church property and g€EHS i i ‘ entury, may provide information valuable to the
understanding and 1irfl ; ) ae ".:;- wider church cornmunity Although there are no

hose potential remains should be considered 1n any future improvements
Boortant information also may be gained through archaeological analysis of cemetery
ocumented as having information potendal include the location and grouping of
d; the use and quantity of commercial markers, fieldstone, or impermanent markers;
patterns 1rQREREArY ¢ Jfnc; cemetery construction or engineering techniques as determined from documents

jder church pu)perty i

featw‘pects of cemeterigy

features; and insSgaREEM M dicating identity, cultural affiliation, birth and death dates, and cause of death. In addition
to having the poteM@Pto yield important information about the past, cemeteries and unmarked graves are protected
by North Carolina General Statutes 63 and 70. T'o date, no archaeological investigation has been carried out at the
church, and the cemetery may contain unmarked burials that do not appear in the documentary record. This should
be considered in any future development, landscaping, restoration, or archaeological research activities on church
pr()pert_v.

Section 7, Page ©
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more baxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing)

I:I A Property is associated with events that have made a _
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our S,
history. o A

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics P
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

|:| D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistery or history. -

Criteria Considerations /A
{Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

owned by a religious ins

titution o
X | A purposes. :

: l:'\ A ;i
G less than 50 years old of achieving significance
within the past 50 year |
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Areas of Significance Significant Person
{Enter categories from instructions) (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)
ARCHITECTURE B N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

. . Architect/Builder
Period of Significance ,

1848

Significant Dates
1848

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (
applicable criteria)

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1848, Machpelah Presb is eligi e National Register of HHistoric Places under Criterion
C. The church embodies the g \ al, mid-nineteenth-century Greek Revival-style church

in Linceln County. The t ; gigbion A as a religious property that derives its primary
significance from its argfifedtura 3 _ rrerian Church reflects the vegional interpretation of
the Greek Revival pof i ] ’ architecture of the mid- to late nineteenth century.
Characteristic of rural ¢ Pectangular, gable-front form and symmetrical facade with
paired entry doors. Llemdy 1E6 evival style include the use of Flemish bond brickwork, a
decorative bngk ni voR simplified classical entablature, and evenly spaced nine-over-nine wood-sash

stone wall, burials in the cemetery began in 1801 with the burial of Polly Graham.
avemarkers and monuments from the eatly to mid-nineteenth century that exhibit
onecutters. The cemetery strongly conumibutes to the church’s setung, feeling and

Machpelah Presby Church has a period of significance of 1848, when the church was constructed.

Narrative Statement of Significance (provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance)

HISTORIC BACKGROUND AND NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

4 Criterion Consideration C does not apply since Machpelah Cemetery is secondary to Machpelah Presbyterian Church.
Section 8, Page B
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Atchitectutal Context

Machpelah Presbyterian Church embodies the distunctive characteristics of a rural G

constructed in 1848, Charactenistic of the rural church type, the building features a sit srectangular plan with 2

"‘Q‘ond brickwork and a

a3 yterian Church embodies

e/lx Revival sgle.

fmd eall) mnctccnth centuries., Begmmng around 1800 cv*mgcluaho
Presb\ terians ushered the state into what became known as the e‘fe

nnkmg 1t an outha howcvu thc church more
Brevard families, who dominated Lincoln County
reﬂccted i the church’s use of substantal m‘lterials

Alongside the Great Revival and its subaequent movements, !

'(d 1s often rc,f ed to.as-
gi rffeg\est in ,Roman art; archi 'i‘é and demgn devd()pcd in the late elghteenth and L’lth
‘ “ind the Umtcd S t/s ThlS mterest n Romm cultme p1ec1p1tated the rise in

Pubhcatlons such as z%e A;r/zq ities of - fll/}em by james Stufut and Nlchohb Revett served as a primary source for the
detalls and,Eloportlons of Gré 1rchltectuml orders, as well as for the principles of classical “correctness” that were
promoted 48 ideals in moderfiiafchitecture.” Character-defining features of the Greek Revival style included gabled
or hipped; low: pitched roofs; cornices with wide trim or entablarures; front porches or portico entries; Doric, lonic,

or Corinthian ¢olimns o ll’IStElb, and elaborate door surrounds.
. N, &

5 Catherine W. Bishir, Nosth Caroling Architectre (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2003}, 196.

5 Bishir, Nowh Caralina Architecturs, 196.

" Bishir, Nowth Carolina lrcbitecture, 196,

8 Vieginia Savage McAlester, . Fiedd Cuide fo - \merican Houses: The Definitive Guide to Mentifing and Understanding America’s Domertic Architectirs
(New York: Alfred A, Knopf, 2017), 250.

Y MeAlester, A Field Guide fo Awrerrcans Homses, 231,

W NcAlester, <1 Iield Guide to Almerican 1 lonses, 231,

1 Bishir, Nowth Carolina Architectnre, 196,
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In North Carolina, the Greek Revival style was prevalent in public buildings, such as courthouses, as well as in
domestic architecture. One of the carliest and most influential examples of Greek Revival firchltecturc in the state is
the North Carolina State Capitol (National Register of Historic Places [NRHP] 1970). Constructcd between 1833 and
1840, the bLuldmg undement at least three distinct phases of neochssmal mﬂuence andifive different architects
isitors alike, embodying

ed the Greek
ﬁ_if(l with the

and subsequent movementb. TthC
% '“El\lfm society.13 While the Presbyterian

with new, mare substantial church buildings. 1

In 1834, a Methedist circular encouraged congreg'luon 1 ab
and construct churches that were (h every way \vorth\ of enlightened, honorable, and
liberal people.”" The circular dep led § m}zle aisled, gvg.' {e’;‘ld churches, which became the standard for many
Protestant churches, including Presbyte nes. Depending on the size of the congregaton, these new churches
were either one or two stories fall, with or w1t}}out a gallerys’and typically featured one or two front doors leading into
i the pews.'® 24 X A

z

corresponding aisles di

laborate churches, many of which adopted a temple form
”sfemple form conveyed an impression of permanence and
t cntml role in theu: communidces."” Builders’ guldes like those of Asher Benjamin
and I\hnarcl Lafever IllLTstratcd churches with porticoes, pediments, and pilasters.'® Churches generally followed one
of thre"' prmmq mﬂngemente a pro]ectmg porueo, a recessed portico, or a simple pedimented fagade withour a
¥ First Presbyterian’ hurch (NRHP 1979} in Goldsboro, built in 1856, stands as a high-stvle example of an

urban Gleek Revival church_ l;] a temple form, constructed on the cusp of the third revival.

L

Rural.churches built in response to the Great Revival and subsequent movements were often either plain, conservative
building ‘rnacular 1nterpr 4tmns of the style.” These churches were constructed either of wood frame or load-

12 Bishir, Nosth Camlma Am’).:termm 196.
13 Bishir, Norh CmvlmaAm/sztme Z18.
14 Bishir, North Cmo/ma_Ambtteatme, 218
15 Rishir, Newth Carolina Avchitecture, 219.
1o Bishir, Nowth Carofina Architectire, 219,
1" Bishir, Nowth Carolina Architectnre, 222.
V& Bishir, Newth Carolina Architectare, 222.
Y Bishir, Nomth Caroline Architectars, 222.
aw Dq\"\d Foard Hood, Histerically and Architecturally Significant Charches and Church-Related Cemeteries in Lincoduton, North Carsfina, N ational
Register of [Tiscoric Places Mulriple Property Documenradon Form, on tile, North Carolina Stare Historic Preservadon Office, Raleigh,
North Carolina, 1994, E-23.
Section 8, Fage 10
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bearing masonry, usually brick or stone. Well-built and stylish churches enabled congregations to project an image of
sophistication and understanding of modern tastes. Pledmont Prcsbyterianq erected brick churches as carly as the
1820s, such as Buffalo Presbyterian Church (NRHP 2002) in Guilford County. In the 1830% Presbyterians
constructed several brick churches with a simplified temple form, including Hawfields (NRHP 1978} in Alamance
County, Poplar Tent in Cabarrus County (6841 Popular Tent Road, Concord), Centre (N I{’{()SO) in Iredell County,

and Back Creck (NRHP 1983) in Rowan County. Compared to Machpelah, these chi rcheswwere built slightly later
and exhibit a more monumental scale. In addition to being larger and taller than Mgl pelah alQl typically feature a
pedimented gable and a single central entry door flanked by windows. Both Poplat Tent and Back Creek also include
brick pilasters as architeceural detailing. n ik

Presbyterian Church (Nl-{HP 1974) in Cumberland County fea
portico.

I'ew examples of the Greek Revival style of architecture from the mid-nifg th century survive in Lincoln County,
and Machpelah Presbyterian Church s the only ex afit: gﬁx‘ple of a Greek val-style church in the county. Of the
few Greek Revival buildings in Lincoln County, f3 es:qsn_meolnton. th 332 Wallace Alexander House, a
| HP 200'5) ‘at: 613 South Aspen Street and the

¢ in their conservative and plain chﬂractﬁr.22 Closer to

,_ _/constmcted 1 39 on West Water Street, was the town’s first brick
23

;glppearmce € Mactlzhpelah lhevdngregatlon outgrew the building in the 1890s, and it

( ‘nown date.

church building of Unity Presbyterian Church’s {8210 Unity Church Road,
A veral common features with Machpelah, including its rectangular, front-gabled
Vt\l an mterlor galleq Notable differences included its frame construction and
ith its flush eaveq ' The 1833 church was demolished in the 1930s to accommodate

AUmon Church (NR_HP 993) located at 3410 Startown Road in rural, north- central Lincoln County, was also
built in"1848; to replace an catlier log building constructed prior to 1814.” Similar in design to Machpelah, the 1848
structure was a ggble front.bfick church with two flac-arch entry doors on the fagade. Over the years, Salem Union
underwent blgmﬁcant alteratlc)m In 1914, a tower was added, the interior refinished, and the original front doors

2 Hood, Histerically and Abchitectiraly Significant Churcher and Church-Related Cemeteries in 1 ancoln Connty, North Carolina, 1994, T0-25.
2 Hood, [ istorically and Architecturally Significant Churches and Chirch-Related Cemeteries in Lincoln County, Novth Corolina, 1994, E-26.
23 TTaod, Histarically and Architectrally Significant Churebes and Church-Relaied Cemeteries in Lincoly Comnty, Nevth Caroling, 1994, E-26.
Marvin A Brown and Maurice C. Yark, Our Enduring Past: A Survey of 235 Years of Life and Architecture in 1 incoln County. North Carofing
{Lincolnton, NC: Lincoln County [Historic Properties Commission, 1986), 253; Marson and Assoctates, Aw Architectioral Resotrces Survey and
Fealuations for NC 16 {Lucia to NC 130), Gastor, Lincolu, and Catawda Connties, North Caroliva Department of Transpariation, T Number R-2200.
State Project Number §.1830501, on file, North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office, Raleigh, North Carolina, 1992, 89.
B Brown and York, Ouwr Eadwring Past. 131,

Section £, Page 11
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replaced with windows. Around the same time, it is likely the original flat-arch windows were replaced with the Gothic
Revival-style pointed-arch windows.® As a result, Salem Union Church no longer reflects its ealy appearance.

grructed in 1842, with
e, and the church was
red w1th stucco, which
iscopal Church is a
s, elements that

failed by 1923 and was replaced with a brick veneer.® In addition to its alteratio
Gothic Revival style church that has buttresses; a tall, narrow steeple, qnd p i
contrast with Machpelal’s restrained Greek Revival style. ‘

Due to the loss of Unity Presbyterian Church and the significant alteg Luke’s
Episcopal Church, Machpelah Presbyterian Church remains the @Sy rarly rur in Li Pounty,

maintaining its modest Greek Revival detailing.

Historical Background of Machpelah Presbyterian Church a

Establishment of Lincoln Countv and Early Settlement

Located in the southwest corner of North Carolin% cncompasses 305 squarce mules.
The area is characterized by its rolling terrain, wate it e historically encouraged and
sustained the area’s economy. In April 1779, Lincol Al 800 acres, was formed from 2 portion
of what was then Tryon County, which included potge ' stand C()Lllln in '1dd1t1011 10 most of
Catawba and Gaston counties.” Lingglr '
served in the Revolutionary War RO (et GeOLge Washmgton to receive the sword of surrender
from General Charles Cornwg[lf5# & (O, 1781.% Lincolnton, located roughly 10 miles west of
Machpelah Presbyterian ' - iy 1785. As the population of Lincoln County increased
with settlemment in the pff

was formed from westgEighincoln Cou Wty was carved from the northern part of the Lincoln
County in 184_, and, lastiyg (T ; RG> These county divistons left Lincoln County smaller

_ 1 settled primarily in the eastern portion of modern-day Lincoln County
Acrman population to setile the west. Batly Scots-Irish and German scttlers erected
create the strong communal environment they had left behind.

* Brown and York, Our®uduring Past, 131,
# Brown and York, Our Enduring Past, 164,
= Brown and York, Qur Enduring Past, 164.
# Tryon County included ail of Mecklenburg County and west of the Catawba River.
¥ Jason Harpe, “The Society of My Own Family” Linoln County tron A Lanafacturers and Theiv Families, Lincode Connty, North Carolina, on file,
Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc., Wake Forest, Notth Carolina, 2021, 2-1; David Leroy Corbitr, The Formation of the North Carolina Counties,
16631943 (Raleigh, NC: Dwision of Archives and History and North Carolina Depaziment of Culrural Resources, 19303, 137,
A Marrson and Associaces, Aw <lrdiectiral Resources Suvuey and Evafations for NC 16,9,
Section 8, Page 12
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The Scots-Irish settled an arca known as Iron Station in the 1780s, though it was not incorporated until 1909.*
Originally known as Sharon, the community was renamed Iron Station for its numerous iron gines, furnaces, and

Early Industry

Machpelah Presbyterian Church’s history was founded on
Davidsons, Grahams, and Brevards. Historically, castern Lincol
economic proponents: agriculture and iron. The area was largely far

Iron producton in Lincoln County began in t ' cold blast furnaces, including
Vesuvius, Madison-Derr, and Rehoboth/Reinhar@ i bl :t hed by Joseph Graham, Peter

This act triggered a “mini-industrial
ic prospetity to the area through the production of

) i AG on with an output of 900 tons, and peak production
was reached in 1830 witiiiE Weciizaaeli it ‘_' PPt pig iron." Production at a few Lincoln County iron

Gasetteer (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2010), 264.
Votieral Resoiree Survey and Drealuations for NC 16,9,

» Matt:on and ] At AR J.fm.:‘.rfm/ Resaurce S'/rf?@) and Em/:mt.iam for \'C / 6 9.

% Martson and AsSe
¥ Marson and Assoch (] /hdjn‘edﬂm/ Rﬂmzrm jmu) and Fm/mr/zomjm \( ."6 ll)

* Hatpe, The Society of AW Gum Famity,” 4-1.

¥ Douglas A. Wait and Joshua Mclaughan, “Iron and Steel Industry,” NCpedia, revised Ociober 2022, https:/ /www.nepedia.org/iron-
and-steel-industry.

W Harpe, The Society of My Own Family,”4-1.

N Marpe, The Saety of My O Damily.’ 4-1; Lester ] Cappon, “lron-Making — A Forgoten Indusiey of Norch Carobina,” The Nowth Caralina
Historical Review 9, no. 4+ (Qetober 1932): 34347,

2 Harpe, The Saciety of My Own Uamily,’ 4-5.

W Harpe, The Seciety of My Onm Famidy,” 4-5.
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Three generations of five Lincoln County families controlled nearly all the ironmaking in the Piedmont region. As a
result, Lincoln County maintained a soctally, politically, and economically affluent plantation society in the eastern
section of Lincoln County for ncarly 100 years." These families, living in what was consideg@#lthe backcountry of
North Carolina, created an insular society through business partnerships, marriages, educagdB®mnd churches.” These
individuals, specifically the Davidson, Graham, and Brevard families, played a crucial f8In the establishment of
Machpelah Presbyterian Church. '

Three families became linked through marriage and business partnerships in t
Davidson, a native of Pennsylvania and veteran of the Revolutionary W
County in 1739." Major Davidson and his wife, Violet Winslow Wilson Jf

castern Lincoln County that fed the iron industry. In 1792, General Ggidissettled his family at Vesuvius Furnace
resbyterian Church. Captain Brevard
mt Tirzah {lost to arson in 1968},

fe. Together, the Brevards and
e 13-year-old daughter of General
y halfway between General Graham’s
Vesuvius Furnace to the north PPlirzah to the south, the cemetery’s locarion made it a
central meeting point for the gf& If loved ones. The cemetery lies close to the former plank
road (now aptly named O} 5 ; l Afrom Lincolnton to Beatties Ford and on to Chatlotte.
Often referred to as t ' gthe families called the cemetery Machpelah, a Biblical
reference to the said® heral Graham and Captain Brevard erected the dry-
cep out roaming animals since there were no livestock

stacked stone wall arou
laws at the time.*

terian Church, the area’s Scots-Irish residents, including the Grahams,
2 One of the carliest Presbyterian congregatons in the area founded

* Harpe, i
# [Tarpe, The

htips: / /www.nepedid ography/davidson-john.
+ Harpe, The Satety g Oun Famidy,” 5-18; Linceln County, North Carolina, Deed Book 17: 274,
' Jason [arpe, Mackpelalh Presbyterian Church and Cemetery, application for Historic Landmark designation, on file, North Carolina State
ITistoric Preservation Office, 2016: 33; Harpe, The Saciety of My Ouwn Famely', 6-28.
# Machpelah Church and Cemetery {LN0516) Survey File, on file, North Cazolina State Hiscoric Preservation Office, Raleigh, North
Carolina.
% Alexander Graham was a descendant of French Huguenots. Many French Fuguenor descendants joined the ranks of the Preshyterians
upon their araval in the United States. Catherine . Bishie and Michael T, Southern, . Gudde to the | listoric Architecinre of Piedwant North
Carofina (Chapel Thil: The University of North Carolina Press, 2003), 469.
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Machpelah Presbyterian Church in present-day Denver. ' 1n addition, a church known as the Old Dutch
Meetinghouse served the area. T'oday, only a small cemetery that lies approximately 0.5-miles south of Machpelah
Presbyterian Church stands as a reminder of the church; how ex er, some historians buggebt that \chhpelqh Church

sprang up from the no longer extant Old Dutch ’\Iutmghouse

Though the precise origins of Machpelah Presbyterian Church remain unclear, it is. hkcl ‘ tl’lQ Graham and Brevard
families wanted to have a place of worship closer to their respective homes and fam]ly bu fal. plfu:e It his 1829 last
will and testament, Alexander Brevard sct aside a sum of money to be used fo thé ‘payment of ministers of the
Gospel for pre'lchmg Sermons at or near our family Grave yard which 1s bet\veen Mount Tirzah; ForgL & Vesuvius
Furnace.””® T'he text in the will suggests that the family bmught ministers (g thc site of Machpelah Ceme ter} to preach,
despite the lack of a proper church building, which was common fog inall rural communities in the aﬂy‘ to mid-
nineteenth century. ;

Chureh to Build.

In 1837, 11 years prior to the construction of Machpelah Chu
Moses W. and Violet Graham Alexander purchased the “surplus \(")f i ptopgﬁ/{,ls will e received by she un:
outlands belonging to the estate of Joseph Graham” from John R. de\rsi wedd, Comm:ssioners, vntil the 1t
and Sohpia Witherspoon, Joseph Graham, Robert Hall and Mary | day’ ol January, 1848, for building at

’\[omaon and W 1lham A. Graham.* This deed mclud d a161-acre | 'hé Brevard «nd Girabam amily Grave
- Y ard nea‘ny equi—d:stant between Givar

bam’s Furndge and Brevard’s Porge, a
"_new BRICK CHURCIH, of the follow:
‘ing dimensions, viz : 44 feet long by 28
wide ; ¥ have a stone foundahion, and 1o
be 15 feer high from e dills 10 1he
pisies; to have 3 duvrs and 10 windews,
Fhe above bunlding w0 be completed 1n
a neat and workmanlike manner,
FPunihey partienlars and specificaiions
will be given, when proposals are pre
geysted Lo C.C. GRAIAM,

' 1937 K. A, BREVARD
*ufnace “and Brevard’s Fofge.””" The WAL JOHNSTO N‘,

|

¢

proposﬂ provided spec1ﬁc pla ,qu;he building, stating it was to be . L. HUNTER i
“a new brick church mmsurmg “44°fcet long by 28 feet wide” > D. DELLINGE l{’ j

However, the church that was ultlmately consrructcd measured 40 (')nf .3(! 4(1._

feet long by 30 feet wtde "Thc church.was to rest on a stone Flgurel Propos'il for the construction of

toundfltlon and have “3 doots and 10 winidows,” though the church Machpelah Presbytetian Church in the Linads

RS "-E o Courier on December 2, 1847,

of Moses W. and Violet Graham Alexander, Machpel:
Church was built on its present—day site.

cqul- dlstant hetween (;Iﬂhqm

SJQIIGEU.IUIO‘J

o

T an L., Shcmll Anals of T on/ﬂ,( sunty, North Carolina; Containing Lnteresting and Antbentic Facle af Lincoln Connty Listory Through the Years
1749 10 1937 (Charlottu NC: Chad ottc Observer Press, 1937), 48. Uniny Presbyterian Church remains an active congregation though the
chugch buildings Kave been 5ub]ect to rebuilding and remodeling,

52 Sherrill, Annals of melﬂ Conrity, 48,

3. mcoln County, Notth Caro]lm Probate Records, Alexander Brevard (1828), last will and restament, “Notth Carolina Probate Records,
1735-1970," hgml images, FamifSearch (hups:/ /vww familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9391.- 1683 -897i=95&cc=1867501 : accessed 7
June 2024,

3 Lincoln County, North Carolina, Deed Book 37: 217; Harpe, Machpelah Preshyterian Chirch and Centetery, 32, The Graham and Brevard
fammilies were further intertwined as children of General Graham and Captain Brevard married on another.

51 Lincoln County, North Carolina, Deed Book 37: 217

56 “Church to Build,” [ sweody Cosrier, December 2, 1847,

¥ “Church to Buld,” Liscoln Cosrter, December 2, 1847

= “Church to Buld,” Léncodn Comrter, December 2, 1847,
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ended up with two doors and eight windows.* The commissioners added that the building should be completed in a
“neat and workmanlike manner.”® The church was built for $1,050, which was said to be partially funded by Captain
Brevard through his aforementioned will.© ;

Shortly after its construction in 1848, the church was recognized by the Concord Preabytct;fqnd adopted the name
\Iachpehh to comc1d<: with the family cunc;tc,r) \‘vlth the conc;trucuon of the church M Hpclqh Cemetery becqmt

%Q “ The chir
smﬂll, southem portion of the largcr parcel, and the rcmainder of thela d\was‘fls d'as fumland \\1th the proﬁts go:ng

to support the church.®

Earlv Pastors and Congregants

Reverend Robert Hall Morrison, one of the fo‘
Machpelah’s first pastor, while also serving congrL
led the congregation from 1848 until his death in 18%
Civil War in 1863.%

lv been small as it served a handful of families in rural
it white families, such as the Graham and the Brevards,
h the cotton boom that occurred in these states dmmg
m%;ntamed their North Carolina plantations as a primary
_}f‘state propertics.” Between 1865 and 1892, membershlp

\Iachpehh Presb\-'terim Churgl -s=congleg?_1t10r1 has histof

' ofthe prom}

poni ’\[ornson s death in 1889, l\/[’ichp(_l‘lh s congregation brought in pfnstors from neighboring
o preach inteftnittently until 1903,

W

3 hl.uch to Bmld L dncoln ("amfef Deccmbet 2, 1847,
% “Church to Bmld A dncoln Cozmer December 2, 1847,
&1 Sherrill, /ll!fl(l!.!‘ cy'].jma/n Couﬂy 140.
52 Mauson and \xsocjatcs “An A pchitectural Resomree Seervey and Evalnations for NC 16, 10.
63 Lincoln County, Notth Carolma Deed Book 49: 372, Harpe, Machpelah Preshyterian Chirch and Cenretery, 32.
“ Lincoln County, North Carohrn Deed Book 49: 380, Harpe, Machpelab Presbyterian Church and Cemetery, 32.
% Machpelah Chur(,h and Cemetery (ILND316) Survey File.
8 Harpe, Machpelah Preshyterian Chitrch and Cemetery, 33.
" Harpe, Machpetah Presbyteriar Chirch and Cemetery, 33.
% Harpe, The Society of My Qun Family.” 5-10.
% Harpe, The Socsety of My Quen Vamily,” 5-10.
“Tlarpe, The Socety of My Qun Family,” 5-10.
"t Harpe, The Society of My Qun Famity,” 5-10.
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Leading into the twentieth century, the area
surrounding  Machpelah  Presbyterian  Church
remained  a small  settlement  populated
predominantly by farmers and small merchants. In
1903, regular services at Machpelah resumed under
the direction of Reverend W. I Wilson, and the
congregation numbered 30.7 Less than a year after
he had arrived, Wilson passed away in 1904, once
again leaving the Machpelah congregation without a
pastor.” Numerous pastors served Machpelah
Presbyterian Church in the twentieth century. They
are the reverends W. H. Walsh, Charles H. Little, J.
I.. Ray, T. G. Tate, F. B. Rankin, C. L. Wilson, W. E.
Furr, W, I Smith, J. K. Parker, Jr., and W. H.

church members in the 1970s and 1980s, repair
replacement of “cement” where mortar had falle

chhpelah Presbyterian 9 Ut
Machpelah congregatio; ¥

orgqmmnon that contmues (0 car :
mcludmg an Faster sunnse service:

\.

2 [arpe, The Society of My Onn Pamity,” 3-10.

 Harpe, The Society of My Onm Family,” 5-10.

" arpe, The Saciety of My Onn Famély.” 5-10.

> Harpe, The Society of My Qi Famidy,” 3-10.

"6 Machpelah Church and Cemetery I.N0316) Survey File.
T AMachpelah Church and Cemetery {(I.N0316) Survey File.
8 Harpe, Machpelalh Presiyterian Church and Cenetery, 33,

* Lincoln County, North Carolina, Deed Book 2770: 700,

Section &,

or t the chmch fmd grounds

OMB Control No. 1024-0018

Lincoln County, NC

County and State

. According to conversations with
36, including a new roof and the
¢ made to the exterior of the

2 egatlon s small ntitgbes

the buﬂdmg‘%ﬁy

e ex% or
41930s as people moved out of the area in search of job
discussions in the newspapers regarding the closure of

976, the Presbyterian Church decided to dissolve the
historical significance of the church which remained

the propu‘ty to Machpelah Church Foundation, a non-profit
The building is used for occasional church services,

Fage 17
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR B7 has been
Requested)

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a Naticnal Histaric Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Historic Rescurces Survey Number (if assigned):
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  24.5 acres
{Do not include previously listed resource acreage)

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum, if other than WGS

A 35467374 -61.091292 B 35467273
Latitude Longitude Latitude

' Longltude

-81.087729
Longitude

C 35463974 -81.087644 D 35463957
Latitude Longitude Latitude

E 35465712 -81.091789 F 1 093239
Latitude Longitude itude Yongitude

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

Church is 1111. : by the heavy black line on an

Ates Map”, prepared by Olivia

The National Register boundary for Machpela gt

ki 9 1e east, the bound’m L\tﬁﬂdb to mclude a pornon of
the ught of way, up to the g G paved roadway. Within this boundary are Machpelah
Presbyterian Church, Machygld qGT ledl landscape features on the parcel.

resbyterian Church, Machpelah Cemetery, and associated
the property’s local significance under Criterion C in the arca of Architecture.
P full extent of the historic tax parcel associated with the property, historically
GIS data indicates the parcel measures approximately 22.63 acres. This
MBrevard Place Road, which bisects the parcel, and a portion of the right-
Hot be include in thc current 1ega1 p"erCl but historicall\' coniributed to

xpperty’s acreage and st
parcel to include the
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11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte  Olivia Heckendorf/ Architectural istorian

organization  Richard Grubb & Associates, Inec. date July 2025

street & number 325 Wait Avenue telephone 262-3Q
city ortown  Wake Forest state NC ;-ﬂ["'l’"‘:ﬂ de 27587
e-mail oheckendorfi@reaincorporated.com
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

+ Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerg gurces. Key all

photographs to this map.
« Continuation Sheets

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive black and white photographs. The sizeg
(pixels perinch) or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map. 4%

h image mugiihe 1600x1200 pixels at 800 ppi

7

Name of Property: Machpelah Presbyterian Church

City or Vicinity: [ron Station, vicinity

County: Lincoln

State: North Carolina

Photographer: Olivia [ Teckendor

Date Photographed: May 2024

Photo 1 of 15: View northeast of primary (so\ H Presbyterian Church with
Machpelah i

Photo 2 of 15: : A ratl dehpelah Presbyterian Church.
Photo 3 of 15: NAGY ; giest elevatons of Machpelah Presbyterian Church.

Photo 4 of 15: G e e north towards the alear inside Machpelah Presbyterian

Photo 9 of 15; rrail view of the altar inside Machpelah Presbytenan Church.

Photo 10 of 15: Detail view of the pews inside Machpelah Presbyterian Church.
Photo 11 of 15: Detail view ot the staircase that leads to the gallery inside Machpelah Presbyterian Church.
Photo 12 of 15: View northeast of Machpelah Cemerery.
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Photo 13 of 15: Detail view of the stone wall and steps inside Machpelah Cemetery.

Photo 14 of 15: View west of variety of gravemarkers in Machpelah Cemetery.

Photo 15 of 15: View of the monument dedicated to Alexander Brevard.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for nominaticns to the NatiggSRRe Riistoric Places to nominate
propesties for listing or determine eligibility for fisling, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Rg y ISgigtillest is required to obtain a

benefit in accordance with the National Histeric Preservation Act, as amended (i6 U.S.C.480 et seq.).
required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control nu
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for each response using this form is esti

estimate of the time for each tier as follows: -

Tier 1 - 60-100 hours
Tier 2 — 120 hours
Tier 3 — 230 hours
Tier 4 — 280 hours

And transmitting nominations. Send comments

The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining
learance Officer, National Park Service, 1201

regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Infor
Oakridge Drive Fort Colling, CO 80525.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Machpelah Presbyterian Church

226 Brevard Place Road

Iron Statton vicinity

Lincoln County, North Carolina

FLOOR PLAN
Created by Olivia [Teckendorf, Richard Grubb & Associates, July 2025
“Floor plan not to scale

4 @» Photo Locations
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REPRESENTATIVE PHOTOS
MACHPELAH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
LINCOLN COUNTY

.
S =
View northeast of primary (south) elevation of Machpelah
Presbyterian Church with Machpelah Cemetery in the background

View from the east entry door looking north towards the altar
inside Machpelah Presbyterian Church






