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To: Board of Commissioners 

   

From: Joshua Grant, Planner 

 

Date: September 9, 2022 

 

Re: SUP #420A 

 Hornet Solar, LLC, applicant 

 

Parcel ID# 29536, 33495, 33572, 33949, 34232, 54666, 55956, 57984, 57985 and 88482 

 

The following information is for use by the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners at their 

meeting/public hearing on October 3, 2022. 

 

Request 

 

Hornet Solar, LLC, is requesting an amendment to CUP 420 an approved solar farm facility to 

add two access points for safer ingress and egress to the facility. The solar facility was 

approved in 2020. This request is only for the modification of adding two new site access 

points (Old Plank Rd. / Hines Cir.). A site plan showing the full solar farm and the two new 

access points is provided as part of this request. As required by Article 9.11.10.B.7 Modifications 

to Approved Special Use Permit, changes in vehicular access is considered a substantial change 

requiring approval of the Board of Commissioners.  

 

 

Site Area and Description 

 

The 708-acre Lincoln County portion (Parcel ID# 29536, 33495, 33572, 33949, 34232, 54666, 

55956, 57984, 57985 and 88482) of the proposed site, which also includes 791 acres in Gaston 

County, is located south of Old Plank Road, on both sides of June Dellinger Road and about 

2,000 feet west of N.C. 16 Business (see enclosed map). Land uses in this area are primarily 

residential and agricultural. This subject property is part of an area designated by the Land Use 

Plan as Large Lot Residential. 



PART I 

Applicant Name __________________________________________________________ 

Applicant Address  ________________________________________________________ 

Applicant Phone Number  __________________________________________________ 

Property Owner Name  ____________________________________________________ 

Property Owner Address  __________________________________________________ 

Property Owner Phone Number  ____________________________________________ 

PART II 

Property Location  _______________________________________________________ 

Property ID (10 digits)  ________________________  Property size  __________________ 

Parcel # (5 digits)  __________  Deed Book(s)  _________  Page(s)  __________________ 

PART III 

Existing Zoning District  ____________ 

Briefly describe how the property is being used and any existing structures.  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Briefly explain the proposed use and/or structure which would require a Special Use 

Permit.  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

APPLICATION FEE (less than 2 acres $250, 2+ acres $500) 

MUST BE RECEIVED BEFORE PROCESSING. 

I hereby certify that all knowledge of the information provided for this application and attachments is true and correct 

to the best of my knowledge. 

Applicant's Signature      Date 

Special Use Permit Application 
Lincoln County Planning and Inspections Department 

Zoning Administrator 

115 W. Main St., Lincolnton, NC  28092 

Phone: (704) 736-8440  Fax: (704) 732-9010 

Hornet Solar, LLC

155 Federal St. Boston, MA 02110

617-429-4475

See attached table

See attached table

See attached table

The properties are currently used primiarly for pasture, agriculture and forestry.

The applicant is seeking an amendment to an approved Conditional Use Permit, granted 8/17/20 for the 
purposes of developing, constructing and operating a utility-scale solar generating facility. This 
application is to allow for two additional access points, one off of Old Plank Rd and the other off of 
Hines Cir. allowing for safer ingress / egress to the facility. 

08/23/2022
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Application # 
11-0000-00-00-36127 Date 8/23/22 

  

 

Applicant’s Name Hornet Solar, LLC 

 

 

Applicant’s Address   
 

Property Location  Existing Zoning   

 

Proposed Special Use Amendment to approved site plan for a solar farm 

 

 

PROPOSED FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

1. The use will not materially endanger the public health or safety if located where proposed and 

developed according to plan. YES X  NO  

 

FACTUAL REASONS CITED:  

According to the Institute of Transportation Engineers, solar farms create approximately one vehicle 

trip per month, far less than what is the daily vehicle trips created by single family homes or 

traditional commercial uses. In addition, these locations offer safer, more direct access to the facility, 

utilizing less residential areas than what is already approved. All of the other factual evidence and 

expert testimony previously presented affirming that the Hornet Solar facility will not endanger the 

public health or safety remain true and unchanged. 
 

2. The use meets all required conditions and specifications.  YES X NO   
 

FACTUAL REASONS CITED: 

The originally approved site plan was conceptual in nature as made clear by the engineering notes that 

were an integral part of the plan. Upon more comprehensive engineering design, the previously noted 

driveway locations were found to be insufficient. To facilitate safer construction and more efficient 

maintenance access to the site, we believe two additional driveways are necessary and in the best interest 

of both the project, and the community. All driveways will be permitted by NC Department of 

Transportation to ensure they meet all State and County design requirements. 

 

 

3. The use will not substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting property unless the use is a public 
necessity.  YES X NO   

 

FACTUAL REASONS CITED:  

Following the completion on construction, each new driveway/access point will only be used lightly, 

approximately once per month for maintenance and inspections. This infrequent usage ensures each new 

driveway will not create a nuisance for neighbors sufficient to injure property values. Nothing about the 

addition of the new points of access would change the significant evidence and expert testimony previously 

presented that established that the Hornet Solar project would not substantially injure the value of adjoining 

property; all the previous evidence and testimony remains true.  

 

4. The location and character of use, if developed according to the plan as submitted and approved, 

will be in harmony with the area in which it is to be located and will be in general conformity 

with the Land Use Plan for the area in question. YES  X  NO   

FACTUAL REASONS CITED: 
Hornet Solar already established that the project, once developed with the inclusion of all County-
mandated setbacks and buffers, will be in harmony with the area and be in conformity with the Land Use 
Plan. The addition of the two new driveway location will not change that harmony nor consistency. The 
new access points will have no impact on character and nature of the development, which is how 
harmony and conformity is typically measured.   
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See Kimley Horn Hines
Circle Exhibit Dated 7-18-22
for updates to this area.

See Kimley Horn Old
Plank Exhibit Dated
8-11-22 for updates to this
area.
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See Kimley Horn Hines
Circle Exhibit Dated 7-18-22
for updates to this area.
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See Kimley Horn Old Plank
Exhibit Dated 8-11-22 for
updates to this area.
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