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Woodside, a large Federal p lan ta t ion house located on the outsk i r t s 
of Lincolnton i n a wel l -planted t r a c t , i s a two-story br ick structure 
w i t h a gable roof . I t i s four bays wide and three bays deep, and i s set 
on a random granite foundation. The b r i ck walls are l a i d i n Flemish bond 
as are the single-shouldered ex te r ior end chimneys—one on the east side 
and two on the west. Two i d e n t i c a l entrances occupy the cent ra l bays of 
the main (north) facade, each w i t h a flush-paneled door surmounted by a 
f o u r - l i g h t transom and enframed by a molded archi t rave . With one excep­
t i o n , the remaining bays of th is facade are marked by windows w i t h wide 
molded architraves, stone s i l l s and f l a t arches. A l l are f lanked by 
louvered shutters . Most windows r e t a in o r i g i n a l nine-over-nine sash of 
the f i r s t story and the nine-over-six sash of the second except f o r a 
large multi-pane replacement window that occupies the f i r s t - s t o r y east 
bay. The overhanging eaves are boxed on both the f r o n t and rear . The 
side windows correspond to the o r i g i n a l windows of the main facade, and 
two six-pane sash windows are present i n each gable. The windows which 
f l ank the east chimney have been replaced by arched doors. Each chimney 
has single shoulders and a molded cap. The rear elevation i s s imi la r to 
the main facade. 

The i n t e r i o r Quaker plan of Woodside, w i t h a single east room and two 
west rooms on each l e v e l , has been somewhat a l te red , although the t r i m , 
inc luding in t e re s t ing vernacular mantels, remains l a rge ly i n t a c t . The 
o r i g i n a l s t a i r ascended against the west w a l l of the east room, but a 
Vic tor ian s t a i r now r ises i n two f l i g h t s i n the southeast corner of that 
room. F l o r a l brackets ornament the open s t r i n g , and the square newel i s 
topped by an Ionic c a p i t a l . I n both s to r i e s , the s o f f i t and reveals of 
the windows and the doors opening to the ex te r io r are flush-paneled, while 
those of the i n t e r i o r door openings are f l a t -pane led . The i n t e r i o r face 
of each outside door i s diagonally sheathed, and features n a i l studwork 
and o r i g i n a l hardware. Each room on the f i r s t l e v e l i s f in i shed w i t h a 
f la t -paneled wainscot, p las ter wa l l s , a molded cornice and a sheathed 
c e i l i n g and contains a delicate Federal mantel. The most elaborate mantel, 
that i n the pa r lo r , i s quite vernacular. The reeded p i l a s t e r s r ise i n 
two stages separated by a block w i t h a demi-sunburst. The f r i e z e features 
a paneled center t ab le t accented by a c i r cu l a r sunburst and i s flanked 
by f l a t panels w i th oval sunbursts. The heavy molding, inc luding a band 
of v e r t i c a l reeding under the comice she l f , breaks out to form caps over 
the p i l a s t e r s and center t ab l e t , but the shelf i t s e l f continues uninterrupt 
ed. The smaller scale, three-part mantels i n the two west rooms are 
almost i d e n t i c a l , w i t h f l ank ing two-stage reeded p i l a s t e r s and a small 
f r i e ze w i t h a raised center block and a molded she l f . I n each room on 
th is l e v e l i s a whimsical twentieth century c e i l i n g medallion, carved of 
wood to simulate p las te r . The par lor medallion consists of grape c lus ters , 
the music room medallion of an assortment of musical instruments, and the 
dining room of an arrangement of f r u i t s and vegetables—all rendered i n 
astonishingly l i f e l i k e d e t a i l . 

At the second l e v e l a centra l h a l l , f i n i shed w i t h wide v e r t i c a l 
sheathing, separates the east bedchamber from the two west bedchambers. 
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Each chamber contains a v e r t i c a l l y sheathed wainscot beneath plas ter wal ls 
and a mantel s imi la r to those on the f i r s t l e v e l . The east mantel i s large 
i n scale l i k e the par lor mantel and has wide reeded p i l as te r s quite 
vemacular i n design, which support a t a l l f r i e ze w i t h sunbursts f l ank ing 
the v e r t i c a l l y reeded center block and a p l a i n molded she l f . The a t t i c was 
f in i shed at a l a t e r date and i s pa r t i t i oned i n t o two rooms each heated by 
a f l ue opening i n the chimney stack. 
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Woodside was b u i l t probably by Lawson Henderson on a large t r a c t 
west of Lincolnton soon a f t e r his marriage to Elizabeth Caruth on 
July 20, 1798. The Henderson fami ly was one of the most prominent 
pioneer f ami l i e s of western North Carolina, and Lawson was no exception. 
He was s h e r i f f of Lincoln County from 1796 to l801 and c le rk of the 
county court from iBOl; to 1837. By 1805 he owned f i v e slaves and a 
p lan ta t ion of over two thousand acres. I t i s thought that his son, 
James Pinckney Henderson, was born on th i s p lan ta t ion cal led Woodside on 
March 31 , l808. James Pinckney carr ied the Henderson fami ly name to 
Texas where he became one of that s tate 's most important p o l i t i c a l f igures . 
I n 1836 a f t e r p rac t i c ing law i n both North Carolina and Miss i s s ipp i , 
Henderson organized a coirpany of troops and traveled to Texas to aid the 
f i g h t f o r independence there. 

A f t e r the establishment of Texas as a republ ic , James Pinckney 
Henderson stayed on i n his new country to serve as a t tomey general, 
secretary of state, minis ter to France and England, and f i n a l l y as the 
representative to the United States during annexation negotiations i n 
l81ji|. and l8U5« I n I8I46 he was elected the f i r s t governor of the state 
of Texas, and while governor he served as major general i n the Mexican 
War. When his term as governor expired he declined ree lec t ion and 
resumed his law practice u n t i l 18^7 when he was appointed a United States 
senator from Texas. He served u n t i l June k, 
Washington. 

when he died i n 

Woodside p lan ta t ion remained the home of his fa ther u n t i l the l a t t e r ' s 
death i n l8ii2 when he w i l l e d "the br ick p lanta t ion where I formerly dwelt 
(about a mile west from Lincolnton)" to his w i f e , El izabeth, and t he i r 
son, Wallace A. J . Henderson. A short time afterward Henderson's widow 
and son moved to Madison County, Miss i ss ipp i , and sold the p lan ta t ion to 
Dr. Alexander Ramseur on August 16, 181;8. The house has remained i n the 
Ramseur fami ly f o r over a century and i s now the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. H. Ramseur. 

Woodside i s a good example of the two-story br ick Federal houses b u i l t 
i n th6. area i n thelate eighteenth and ear ly nineteenth century. Pa r t i cu l a r l y 

in te res t ing are the unusual vernacular Federal design of the i n t e r i o r s 
and the unique twentieth century wooden medallions. The house i s 
h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as the bir thplace of James Pinckney Henderson, 
the f i r s t governor of the state of Texas. 
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Dear Dr. Murtagh: 
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