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W- DESCRIPTION 
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( C h e c k One)  
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NAT 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Shadow Lawn, s i tuated d i r e c t l y on Main Street i n Lincolnton, North 
Carolina, i s a large two-story br ick mansion, f i v e bays i n width and two 
bays i n length w i t h a gable roo f . The structure i s raised on a f u l l basement 
^rirose high water table i s indicated by a three-course s t r inger which i s 
repeated as a d iv id ing band between the f i r s t and second s to r ies . Both 
courses break out around the exter ior end chimmeys, one located on the east 
side and two on the west. Ihe chimneys, l i k e the wa l l s , are l a i d i n Flemish 
bond and have single-stepped shoulders and molded caps. The handsome comic$ 
at the f r o n t and rear, formed of molded br ick i n a l te rna t ing concave and con 
vex courses, i s an unusually f i n e example of i t s type, a standard feature on 
br ick houses of Lincoln County during t h i s per iod. On the gutter box at 
each upper corner of the main facade i s the date "1826." 

The central entrance of the main (north) facade and of the rear consist;; 
of a raised-paneled door beneath a transom. The molded architrave and fou r -
l i g h t transom of the rear entrance are o r i g i n a l , but the f r o n t doorway w i t h 
a pediment si:53ported by p l a i n p i l a s t e r s i s new. The double transverse br ick 
entrance s t a i r , w i t h an open arch beneath the landing, i s a recent addit ion 
also. The o r i g i n a l arrangement was probably a simple stoop. The windows of 
both s tor ies have nine-over-nine sash, although the f i r s t - s t o r y winiows are 
t a l l e r and narrower than those of the second s tory . A l l are framed by f lu tec 
architraves and surmounted by f l a t arches. The basement i s l i t by large 
windows protected by wrought-iron g r i l l e s . Entrance to the basement i s galne 
through a door i n the south bay of the west side. Flanking Ihe east chimney 
at the f i r s t and second levels are nine-over-six sash windows, and, i n the 
gable, six-pane l i g h t s . The west chimneys are f lanked by narrow six-over-si?: 
sash windows at each l e v e l , and a single six-pane gable window between the 
two stacks. A one-story frame addit ion has eliminated the f i r s t - s t o r y windoi;' 
i n the south bay. 

The plan of Shadow Lawn, consist ing of a centra l h a l l f lanked by a singl|e 
east room and two west rooms, i s i n t a c t , although l i t t l e o f the o r i g i n a l 
i n t e r i o r t r i m remains at the f i r s t l e v e l . The o r i g i n a l molded chair r a i l anc 
baseboard remain, but the f la t -paneled dados and d e n t i l cornices i n the f i r s t 
rooms were added i n the twentieth century. The balustrade of the open-string 
s t a i r , which r ises against the east w a l l of the ha l l , has a molded, raitped 
handrai l above slender turned balusters, and terminates i n a scrol led newel. 
A p l a i n plas ter transverse arch located at the rear of the s t a i r divides the 
f r o n t and rear h a l l s . Mantels were o r i g i n a l l y present i n each room; the only 
one tha t remains i n the f i r s t f l o o r i s that i n the northwest dining room. 
This t a l l mantel i n the Federal style i s composed of a wide f la t -paneled 
f r i e z e w i t h a central t ab le t below a delicate molded shelf supported by 
slender flat-panded p i l a s t e r s . A heavy molded architrave surrounds the rec 
t<j»gular f i rep lace opening. 

, The .-aateriors at the second l e v e l remain essent ia l ly i n t a c t w i t h plaster 
walxs'accpe^'ted by molded cornices, chair r a i l s , and baseboards. The mantels 
(•gre qui t )^^imple , each consist ing of a molded architrave around the rectangu 
^ar opei/i^g and unadorned f r i e z e below the molded cornice she l f . 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

C O 

PERIOD fc'ieck One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 1 6 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 8 t h C e n t u r y 

PC] 1 9 t h C e n t u r y 

• 2 0 t h C e n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g ina l 

1 I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

1 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

1X1 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I 1 C o m m e r c e 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

1 I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

1 1 E d u c a t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

1 I I n d u s t r y 

1 I I n v e n t i o n 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

1 I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

Q M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l o s o p h y 

S c i e n c e 

I 1 S c u l p t u r e 

1 I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• T h e a t e r 

Q T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I U r b a n P l a n n i n g 

• O t h e r ( S p e c i f y ^ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

I n 1825 Paul Kiestler [ s i c ] bought l o t number eight located i n the 
southwest square of the town plan of Lincolnton from Abner McAfee. The 
next year he b u i l t the substantial brick house that stands on that l o t , at 
the corner of Main and High streets. The date, 1826, i s inscribed on two 
gutter boxes on the house. Paul K i s t l e r (as the name i s more commonly 
spelled), a successful businessman, died i n 18I4.8 at the age of s i x t y - s i x , 
leaving "one half of the house and l o t I l i v e i n " to each of his two sons, 
Lawson H. and Robert, after the death of t h e i r mother. Robert did not 
survive his mother, and Lawson died i n I868 intestate, leaving minor childreh 
with no guardian. To settl e the estate, the court appointed J. H. King 
commissioner to s e l l the K i s t l e r house, which he did on A p r i l 7, I871, to 
Augustus Pinkney James, who had served i n the Mexican War. 

The property remained i n the James family u n t i l i t was sold to Charles 
Raper Jonas and his wife, Annie E l l i o t t Jonas, on July 8, 1935. The Jonas 
family, who renovated and made some additions to the house, named the house 
Shadow Lawn. Jonas, a native of Lincolnton, has been a North Carolina repre­
sentative i n the House from the 83rd through 92nd congresses. 

Shadow Lawn represents the architectural idiom which i s characteristic 
of the f i n e r Federal houses b u i l t i n Lincoln County i n the early nineteenth 
century. These structures possess alraost no ornamentation. Their distinctiit)n 
i s derived from the fine q u a l i t y of building materials and workmanship and 
B13 simple c l a r i t y of the construction. Shadow Lawn i s one of the few s true t u t es 
remaining of t h i s type b u i l t i n an urban environment, and i t s r e s t r a i n t and 
containment are eminently suitable i n t h i s setting. I t i s also notable f o r 
i t s t h i r t y - s i x - y e a r association with Charles R. Jonas. A notable Republican 
i n a predominantly Democratic state, Jonas has served continuously i n the 
United States House of Representatives since 1953. 
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State Department of Archives and History 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

December 1971 

109 East Jones Street 
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Raleigh 
12. STATE LIAfSON OFFICER CERTIFfCA HON 

,N.o.i:th Car,C!li.na 37 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the desigt ia ted State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r for the Na­

t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion A c t of 1966 ( P u b l i c Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate t h i s property for i n c l u s i o n 

i n the N a t i o n a l Regis ter and c e r t i f y that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c r i t e r i a and procedures set 

fo r th by the N a t i o n a l Park Service. The recommended 

l e v e l of s i g n i f i c a n c e of th i s nomina t ion i s : 

N a t i o n a l • State g L o c a l • 

Name 

I hereby c e r t i f y that th i s property is inc luded i n the 

N a t i o n a l Regis ter . 

Chie f , O f f i c e o f A r c A e ^ J a ^ ^ ^ y h d H i s t o r i c P r e s ^ v a t i o i 

Date <-> 

A T T E S T : .. 

T i t l e Director , State Department of 
Archives and History 

Bate 8 December 1971 

Keeper o f 

Date MAR 9 1972̂  
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UTM References 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
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CZI Maps 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

MmMMi 
1. NAME 

Shadow Lawn 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

301 West Main Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Lincolnton 

North 'Carolina 37 

C O U N T Y : 

Lincoln 109 

3. MAP R E F E R E N C t 

^°'^''state Highway Commission 

ALE: 2"/ 1 mile 
,TE: January 1 , 19^1 

Map of Lincoln County; Enlarged.Munij^^pal Areas 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Lo t i t ude and longi tude reference. 



state Highway Commission map of Lincoln County; 
Enlarged Municipal Areas 

Scale: 2"/I mile 
January 1, 1961 



H. G. JONES 
Direaor 

FRED F. HARBIN 
Assistant Director 

^ a l n g i j 27602 
DIVISION ADMINISTRATORS: 

C. F. W. COKER 
Archives and Records 

MRS. JOYE E. JORDAN 
Historic Sites and Museums 

MRS. MEMORY F. MITCHELL 
Publications 

8 December 1971 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.€. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

l'' DE6 fe** 1971 ^ 

c4-, 

v-\ REGISTER /</ 
J / 

We are enclosing a nomination for Shadow Lawn i n Lincoln County, 
North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register of Historic Places. 

We trust you w i l l find this nomination i n order. I f there are any 
questions, please call us. 

Sincerely yours, 

H. G. Jones 
Liaison Officer 

enclosures 
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