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C O N D I T I O N 

{Check One) 

Q E x c ^ i e n t 1 3 Good Q Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted O Ru ins CH Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• A l t e r e d E Una l te red 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved B Or i g i na l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L f l f JcnOwn^ P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Rock Springs Camp Ground, a well-known Methodist August canp meeting 
coirplex located i n a wooded p l o t near Rock Spring, consists of 288 numbered 
wooden "tents" placed i n two and a p a r t i a l t h i r d concentric square rows en­
closing a large grove approximately two hundred and f i f t y fee t wide. I n the 
center of the oak-planted square i s the "arbor," a roofed shelter w i th open 
sides under which the camp meetings take place. An a l l e y breaks the squares 
at each comer and i n the center of each side. Wooden p r i v i e s , numbered to 
correspond to the tents , stand i n rows several hundred yards behind the tent^ 
The spring i s located a short distance from the grove. 

The arbor, which was constructed fo r the camp meeting of 1832, probably 
predates a l l ex i s t ing tents . The focus of camp a c t i v i t y , i t i s a rectangula: 
structure wi th a deep hip roof fea tu r ing a v e n t i l a t i o n cap at the apex.^Hani' 
hewn mortise-and-tenon roof timbers, which are exposed, res t on inner and 
outer rows of upright posts braced wi th p l a i n brackets. The roo f , o r i g i n a l l , 
covered w i t h boards, was shingled i n the mid-nineteenth century, and receiveijl 
i t s present standing-seam t i n roof i n the la te l860s. The camp b e l l i s loca­
ted i n the west end of the v e n t i l a t i o n cap. Inside the arbor, at the west 
end i s a raised p la t fo rm containing a pine p u l p i t w i th pine s l a t choir seatiijig 
occupying the rear por t ion of the p la t fo rm. A large open area separates the 
p u l p i t p la t fo rm from the congregation seating which consists of three sectioiks 
of pine s l a t pews, capable of seating 1,000, divided by two side a i s les . The 
mourner's bench (also known as the seeker's bench or the "anxious seat") i s 
placed before the p u l p i t . The hard clay ground i s covered w i t h straw. 

A 

o 
I! Z 

The frame tents , each one designed to house a single f a m i l y , are numbered n 
from one to 288, and vary grea t ly i n age and condi t ion . The tents are b u i l t 
as row houses, sharing par ty w a l l s . Each tent i s a one-story frame structur^ _ 
nearly square i n p lan . The name "tents" indicates the der iva t ion of these 
structures from the e a r l i e r makeshift tents of c l o t h , pine bark, and other 
mater ia ls . /These portable tents were gradually replaced by permanent "tents 
Each tent Conforms closely to a standard form although, having been construci|;ed^ 
by an i n d i v i d u a l f a m i l y , i t exhibi ts minor va r i a t ions . 

The typ i ca l t en t has a gabled main block wi th a shed room i n the rear, 
covered by an extension of the main roof or by a separate roof . The main 
facade i s sheltered by a shed porch ei ther bracketed out from the facade or 
supported on p l a i n posts. An open lean-to porch extends from the rear of 
many tents . Flush sheathing covers the main facade of the t y p i c a l t en t , and 
the sides and rear are covered wi th weatherboards. Beneath the f r o n t eaves 
several weatherboards form v e n t i l a t i o n louvers, and the s iding beneath the 
,side eaves i s spaced loosely f o r the same reason. The main facade has a side 
gntrance w i t h a v e r t i c a l l y sheathed door, and beside the door i s a long bencl: 

eted out from the wa l l surface. The f r o n t porches of the tents form a 
j/pohta,g\ious protected promenade said to be enjoyed p a r t i c u l a r l y by young camp 
•Y^M,c*yA\ ĵŶQ evening. 

m 
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The crude i n t e r i o r of the t yp i ca l tent features a hard clay f l o o r coveret 
w i th straw or sawdust, unfinished wa l l s , and an open l o f t , reached by a ship ' 
ladder s t a i r which ascends i n the f r o n t l e f t corner of the main block, which 
i s a single room. A large p la t form elevated above the straw-covered d i r t 
f l o o r serves as a base f o r sleeping p a l l e t s . The s t a i r we l l i s surrounded by 
a p l a i n r a i l i n g . The]of t i s only p a r t i a l l y f l oo red , and i s protected at i t s 
outer edge by a simple r a i l i n g . An opening i n the rear wa l l of the main block, 
sometimes containing a v e r t i c a l l y sheathed door, leads to the rear shed room. 
This room, furnished w i t h b u i l t - i n benches and shelves and containing an open 
pass-through shelf i n the rear w a l l , serves as the eating area. 

Tent No. 1 t r a d i t i o n a l l y i s believed to be the oldest standing ten t . I t 
i s thought to be the sole t en t remaining from the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t y 
at Rock Springs, which occurred several years a f t e r the l o t s were l a i d out 
and sold i n I83O. The structure i s b u i l t , as were a l l of the o r i g i n a l per­
manent tents , of squared saddle-notched logs . No mortar seals the i n t e r s t i c e b . 
The upper wa l l surfaces are sided. The v e r t i c a l l y sheathed door i n the f r o n t 
centra l entrance i s hung on a wooden pegged hinge. The other o r i g i n a l ten ts , 
many said to have been burned during the C i v i l War, have been replaced. 

Although the tents vary great ly i n age and condi t ion, the weathered 
pat ina of the wood complex gives i t a homogenous appearance which belies i t s 
accretive growth. No ornamentation distinguishes one tent from another, but 
the minor di f ferences exhibi ted w i t h i n the ove r -a l l standardization provide 
va r i e ty . Occasional tents are free-standing, placed w i t h the gable to the 
f r o n t . Some of the main facades are covered w i t h large f l u s h wood shingles, 
and smaller wooden shakes cover some porch and main roof s . On e i ther side 
of the centra l facade entrance of tent number Sli i s a sash window covered by 
louvered shutters . Number 69, the only painted t en t , has a concrete f l o o r . 
Two adjoining tents i n the f i r s t row, numbers 68 and 69, have gar re t - l eve l 
porches (upper ga l le r ies ) enclosed by simple, r a i l i n g s and supported by 
p l a i n posts. Number li;7 i s a gable- to- f ront structure w i t h no eave overhang. 
The wal ls of tent number 1̂ 0 are board-and-batten. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The development of ind i v i d u a l camp meeting sites i s obscured withi n the 
spontaneous, simultaneous growth of the Great Revival Movement throughout 
the f r o n t i e r areas of the United States i n the early nineteenth century. 

The camp meetings f u l f i l l e d a need for fellowship i n the l i v e s of the 
se t t l e r s who i n f i l t r a t e d the f r o n t i e r areas. Western V i r g i n i a , North Garoli|na, 
and South Carolina were especially f e r t i l e breeding grounds f o r these r e l i ­
gious re v i v a l s . As recorded by a contemporary observer, the behavior of the 
participants swept up by religious fervor was often quite strange. A con­
temporary observer of camp meeting conduct wrote: 

To see those proud young gentlemen and young ladies dressed i n 
th e i r s i l k s , jewelry, and prunella, from top to toe take the 
jerks would often excite my r i s i b i l i t i e s . The f i r s t j e r k or 
so you would see t h e i r fine bonnets, caps and combs f l y and so 
sudden would be the jerking of the head that t h e i r long loose 
hair would crack almost as loud as a waggoner's whip. 

This Christian f r o n t i e r crusade was most actively carried by the Metho 
di s t Church, and i n 1790, Daniel Asbury, a young Methodist c i r c u i t r i d e r froija 
Fairfax County, V i r g i n i a (related by marriage to the great Methodist bishop, 
Francis Asbury), was sent to North Carolina to form the Lincoln C i r c u i t whic 
included Lincoln County and several adjoining counties. Herbert Asbury, the 
bishop's biographer, stated that i n 179U, the members of Rehoboth Congrega­
t i o n i n Lincoln County, which was organized by Daniel Asbury, held a camp 
meeting i n the forest near the church which was so successful that i t con­
tinued for several days, resu l t i n g i n more than three hundred converts. 
According to Mrs. Gabriel Sigmon, a campgoer and author of the "History and 
Traditions of Rock Springs Camp Ground," t h i s camp meeting moved to Robey's 
Canp Ground near Denver i n Lincoln County three years af t e r Us establishment 
Mrs. Sigmon stated that the camp meeting moved for the thxd and l a s t time i n 
1828, when the Third Quarterly Conference of the Lincoln Circu i t designated 
Rock Springs as the si t e of a permanent camp meeting. The journal of Bishop 
Asbury, who traveled continuously through North Carolina spreading the Metho 
di s t gospel during these years, provides v e r i f i c a t i o n f o r the early history 
of t h i s camp meeting, f o r the bishop mentioned a v i s i t to "Daniel Asbury's 
meeting house" i n Rehobeth i n 179U^ a v i s i t at the home of Daniel Asbury i n 
Lincoln County i n 1799, and a stop at "Robey's" i n l8l[|.. 
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A deed of August 7, 183O, records that Joseph Mathias Mundy deeded 1|0 
acres of land to the Rock Springs Camp Ground trustees f o r Methodist use. 
The o r i g i n a l handwritten account book that recorded the f i r s t sale of l o t s to 
i nd iv idua l owners of May 1^, I83O, i s extant and indicates that the si te was 
divided i n t o squares, each containing twenty-two l o t s . The inner section of 
lo ts- -Gonsis t ing of the east square, north square, west square, and south 
square—was sold i n I83O. Lot number one, fo r example, was so ld , to P h i l i p 
Whitener and Mecon Shelton f o r $1.2^, w i t h the remaining l o t s sold fo r s imilar 
p r i ce s . Several years passed, however, before permanent shelters were erected 
The arbor (or "harbour" as i t i s spelled i n the o r i g i n a l record book), which 
was constructed i n 1832 f o r $2^5, was b u i l t before any of the tents . The camp 
ground was incorporated i n 18^1, and a se l f -perpetuat ing board of trustees was 
established. 

i 
ârrp 

Rock Springs Camp Ground i s not only the e a r l i e s t camp meeting organizatiJon 
i n North Carolina and possibly one of the e a r l i e s t i n the country, but i s also 
one of the few camp meeting sites i n the state which i s s t i l l a c t i v e . ^ The cs 
meeting occurs during the f i r s t week i n August each year, and appears to have 
l o s t none of i t s v i t a l i t y , for new tents are s t i l l being added. The Rock 
Springs Camp Ground conplex i s an embodiment of the communal reli g i o u s s p i r i t 
which i s s t i l l i n existence i n the Piedmont and western areas of North Carolinla 
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