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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Magnolia Grove i s a two-and-one-half s tory br ick s t r u c t u r § „ w i t h . a gable 
roof . I t i s f i v e bays i n width , two bays i n l eng th , and i s raised on a high 
l3rick basement w i t h a handsome ashlar foundation. The b r i ck walls and the 
three chinmeys—a single ex ter ior chimney on the east end and two s imi l a r 
ones on the west--are l a i d i n Flemish bond. Each of the single-shoulder 
chimneys has concave weatherings and terminates i n a heavy molded cap. The 
corbel cornice beneath the standing-seam t i n roof i s constructed of a l t e r ­
nating concave and convex courses of molded b r i c k . 

The asntral entrance of the main (south) facade, l i k e that of the rear , 
contains a six-panel door framed by a p l a i n architrave and topped by a fou r -
l i g h t transom. The remaining bays are marked by windows w i t h nine-over-nine 
sash at the f i r s t l e v e l and nine-over-six at the second. Each has a wooden 
s i l l and a f l a t arch (painted dark red to contrast w i t h the l i g h t e r w a l l 
surface) . Some of the o r i g i n a l raised-paneled shutters and louvered shutter 
remain. The sides of the house are windowless w i t h the exception of small 
"four-over-four sash gable windows f l ank ing the east chimney and placed between 
the west chimneys. The two pedimented dormers wi th s ix-over -s ix sash on the 
f r o n t side of the roof are l a t e r addi t ions . The i r o n g r i l l e s which once 
protected the six-pane basement windows have been removed. I n the north 
bay of the east side, approached by sunken steps, i s the basement entrance, 
whose f l a t arch has been alte^red. 

One-story h ip - roof porches, supported by roughly hewn granite p i e r s , 
cover the f r o n t and rear facades. The f r o n t porch rests on p l a i n square 
posts w i t h a p l a i n balustrade, and the rear porch has chamfered posts and 
a simple r a i l i n g . While the porches do not appear to be o r i g i n a l , the pegge 
construction of port ions of the f l o o r s and the chamfered posts of the rear 
porch indicate that they were ear ly addi t ions . The wide granite steps that 
serve the porches may be o r i g i n a l . 

The o r i g i n a l Quaker-|3an i n t e r i o r consists of a large east room w i t h an 
open staircase ascending from the rear w a l l and two smaller rooms on the 
west. A p a r t i t i o n to the r i g h t of the centra l entrance, forming a centra l 
h a l l , has been added. Despite t h i s a l t e r a t i o n , the o r i g i n a l f la t -paneled 
wainscot of the east room remains. The chair r a i l forms s i l l s beneath the 
windows, and molded architraves surround the openings. I n t h i s room as w e l l 
as the others, a l l of the i n t e r i o r t r i m , including the mantels and s t a i r 
r i s e r s , i s marbleized. The Federal mantel consists of double colonnettes 
f l ank ing a rectangular opening and supporting a f r i e z e wi th a centra l sunburist 
below a molded shelf w i t h d e n t i l cornice. Curvilinear brackets ornament each 

^the Open-string s t a i r , and the balustrade contains two tjrpes of 
The f l i g h t to the second f l o o r has a heavy turned balustrade 
ated on the s t a i r w a l l . The balustrade around the second-
1 has p l a i n , slender balusters and handra i l . The nosings of 
molded. The i n t e r i o r doors have raised panels on one side 

t f l i i s h ones on the other. The backs of the f r o n t and rear entranc 
6rs are f i n i shed w i t h studded herringbone battens, while the f ron t s have 
•?i?mal ra^i^e/fl panels. 
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With the exception of having p las ter dadoes rather than paneled ones, the 
west rooms contain t r i m s imi la r to that i n the east room. Iden t i ca l simple 
Federal mantels w i t h molded architraves and molded shelves w i t h impost blocks 
ex i s t i n each room. 

The o r i g i n a l second-floor plan repeated that of the f i r s t , wi th one large 
east room and two west rooms. The rear por t ion of the east room has been 
pa r t i t i oned o f f as a bath. The enclosed a t t i c s t a i r r ises i n the rear of thi£ 
room against the o r i g i n a l center p a r t i t i o n . The three rooms contain t r i m l ike 
that of the f i r s t - f l o o r west rooms. The east mantel i s s imi la r to the f i r s t -
s tory west mantels, and the west bedchambers contain s imi lar Federal mantels 
w i t h rather more delicate deta i ls inc luding simple molded architraves and 
shelves w i t h pierced molding. 

I n the east chimney of the f u l l basement i s a huge f i r e p l a c e . Above the 
opening i s a segmental granite l i n t e l surmounted by rowlocks. A small gabled 
br ick we l l house i n the rear , coeval w i t h the house i t s e l f , i s said to have ' 
contained the i n i t i a l s of the o r i g i n a l owner i n several of the b r i cks . I t 
has been recent ly demolished. 
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Magnolia Grove was bu i l t by David Smith about 182[|. on property he 
bought from Michael Dillenger i n November, I818. Davi.d, the son of Peter 
Smith who was an early settler i n the area, married Elizabeth Arendt. Her 
father, Gottfried Arendt, is believed to have been the f i r s t Lutheran 
preacher ordained i n North Carolina and one of the founders of the Lutheran 
church in the state. Local tradition credits David and Elizabeth Smith 
with operating Magnolia Grove as an inn for a number of years. David 
Smith appears to have died intestate, and his plantation passed to his son, 
John B. Smith, who had come home to live after his parents became elderly. 

John B. Smith, a farmer and, according to the 18̂ 0 census, a teacher, 
had ten children. He willed "my home place. Magnolia" to his sons, Robert 
M. and Tenyson [sic] Smith i n September, 190U, and died i n February, 1906. 
In an interview recorded i n 1967^ Tenyson Smith recalled hearing older 
members of his family t e l l of the days when the house was being b u i l t , how 
red mud was "brought up from the lowlands, spread on the ground and trampled 
by horses u n t i l i t became smooth enough for old Uncle Harvey and his fellows 
to mould i t into bricks." The house eventually descended to Gertrude 
Pauline Waters, great-granddaughter of the builder. She sold i t i n February, 
1971, to Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Love, Jr. 

Magnolia Grove i s a variation of a familiar building style found i n 
the upper Catawba River basin i n the f i r s t half of the nineteenth century. 
The large, substantial house is indicative of the second-generation prosper 
i t y which occurred i n Lincoln County, bolstered by iron manufacturing and 
dissemination of the associated p r o f i t s . The members of the Smith family, 
although not notable for outstanding achievement, were solid citizens of 
Lincoln County who, as John B. Smith was described i n his obituary, were 
considered "useful and int e l l i g e n t . " They were associated with the Lutherafi 

_church, as were many of the early families of that area; their descent 
^̂ /fii*'si!i Gottfried Arendt is of particular interest. 

' ^ a g n o l i i a Grove i s notable f o r i t s br ick corbeled cornice, raised base-
l ^ ^ ^ t , .a,nd Quaker p lan , features f requent ly found i n the Lincoln County area 
during- the f i r s t h a l f of the nineteenth century. While Magnolia Grove i s 
sl^haaHj a l a te appearance of the type, i t ranks as on of i t s most monumentiil 
representatives i n scale, i n grandeur of s e t t i ng , and i n the severe funct ioi j ia l 
d i g n i t y of i t s a rch i t ec tu ra l treatment. The absence of f i r s t and second 
stoi^'windows on the sides and the narrowness of the structure i n contrast 

A t p ' i t s unusual height creates an in^ression of unrelieved v e r t i c a l i t y which 
accentuates th i s monumentality. 
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As the des ignated State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r for the Na­

t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion A c t of 1966 ( P u b l i c L a w 

89-665), I hereby nominate t h i s property for i n c l u s i o n 

i n the N a t i o n a l Regis ter and c e r t i f y that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c r i t e r i a and procedures set 

fo r th by the N a t i o n a l Park Service. The recommended 

l e v e l of s i g n i f i c a n c e of th is nomina t ion i s : 

N a t i o n a l • State • L o c a l 

Name 

I hereby c e r t i f y that th i s property is inc luded i n the 

N a t i o n a l Regis ter . 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pfesetvation 

1 6 Wt' 
Date 

H. G. Jones 

Title Director , State Department of 
Archives and History 

Date 21; November 1971 Date 
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Nixon, Alfred. "The History of Lincoln County," The North Carolina Booklet, 
Vol. IX, No. 3, January, 1910. 
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H. G. JONES 
Director 

FRED F. HARBIN 
Assistant Director 

l laktgif 27602 
DIVISION ADMINISTRATORS: 

C. F. W. COKER 
Archives and Records 

MRS. JOYE E. JORDAN 
Historic Sites and Museum.* 

MRS. MEMORY F MITCHEU 
Publications 

2k November 1971 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Services 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We are enclosing a nomination for Magnolia Grove i n Lincoln 
County, North Carolina, to be entered in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

We trust you w i l l find this nomination i n order, 
are any questions, please call us. 

Sincerely yours. 

I f there 

H. G. Jones 
Liaison Officer 

enclosures 

0^ DEC .a 197̂  

Vv 
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Lat ta House 
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Hon. Sam J. Ervin, J r. 

Hon. B. i ;varot t Jorclaii 
lion, Charles iv. Jonas 
Uoa, V.^ltor E. Jones 
Hon, Alton ly.'TtMiCdi 

Director, Southeast Region 

/ HR NRowland-.mm 3/1/72 

Location 

Ivilkeeboro v i c i n i t y 
IfijLkes County 

K-ew Bera 
Craven Coanty 

Lincolnton 
Lincoia County 

Zli: ;abeth C i t y 
r&squotank County 

CsTiden Covuity 

b'SK Bern 
Craven County 

I r o n ."^fcatioft v i c i n i t y 
Lincoia County 

Fayot tQvi l io 
Cunlxirland County 

Kvuitoravl l lc 
He-cltl<3nbar9; County 

State Liaieon O f f i c e r 
Dr. h , Q. Jonea 
Director 
t/'cr'arts-.ent o f T^rc'tiives & His tory 
Stnta o f r:ort-h c^..T,f>llna 

E^.leigh, i :cr th Carolina 27G02 


