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I . NAME 

C O M M O N : 

Loretz House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2, L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

SR ^20k, .2 miles south of junct ion w i t h SR 1113 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Lincolnton (Ninth Congressional D i s t r i c t , The Hon. Charles R. Jonas) 

North Carolina 37 
C O U N T Y : 

Lincoln 109 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

U 

ILL" 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t g Build ing 

• Site Q St ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

[52 P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

[ I In P rocess 

I 1 B e i n g Cons ide red 

STATUS 

13 Occup ied 

I I U noccup ied 

• P rese rva t i on work 

in p r o g r e s s 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

[ 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

0 No 

P R E S E N T USE ('Check One Or More a s >lppropria(e^ 

[ I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 1 Commerc ia l 

1 I Educa t i ona l 

D En te r ta inment 

Q Government 

r~l I ndus t r i a l 

I 1 M i l i t a r y 

r~1 Museum 

• Park 

^ P r i v a t e Res idence 

1 I R e l i g i o u s 

[ I S c i e n t i f i c 

{ 1 Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

( I Comments 

4. OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

David A. Logan, l i f e es ta te j Sophia Logan, owner. 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Rt. 2 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Lincolnton 
5. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

S T A T E : 

NQrth....GarQliD.a -31. 
C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Lincoln County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 
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C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Lincolnton North Carolina 37 
6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN EX IST ING SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y ; 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
f: 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Cftecft One) 

[ I E x c e l l e n t ^ Good Q ] Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ruins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• A l t e r e d E Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved X l O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Andrew Loretz House, b u i l t i n the German a rch i t ec tu ra l t r a d i t i o n , 
i s , according to Thomas Waterman, one of the rare examples i n North Carolina 
of th i s nat ional type characterized by patterned brickwork. The two-story 
br ick s t ruc ture , f i v e bays wide and two bays deep, i s l a i d i n Flemish bond 
w i t h glazed headers. 

At the base of the gable on the east end, glazed headers form the i n i t i a l 
"A. L . , " fol lowed by the date "1793." Below th i s i n s c r i p t i o n aligned v e r t i ­
c a l l y , are a heart , an and two chevrons. I n the center of the west side 
the glazed headers are arranged v e r t i c a l l y i n a continuous lozenge p a t t e m . 
This mot i f i s terminated near the apex of the gable by a v e n t i l a t i n g b u l l ' s 
eye (now plastered over) encircled by r ad i a t i ng s t re tchers . At e i ther end 
i s axi i n t e r i o r chimney wi th a molded cap. The two f lues of the west chimney 
j o i n i n the garret to form a single stack which e x i t s , as does the east chimn|ey 
stack, s l i g h t l y i n f r o n t of the gable peak. The present one-story shed 
porch w i t h t i n roof across the main facade i s a l a t e r addi t ion , replacing 
the o r i g i n a l simple stone stoop. The f ie lds tone foundation delineates a low 
water t ab le . The structure appears o r i g i n a l l y to have possessed a corbeled 
b r i ck cornice of the type o f ten employed by ear ly se t t l e r s i n t h i s area, 
but a l te ra t ions have occurred, and a wide box comice w i t h a t h i n applied 
molding now terminates the roo f . The windows on the main (north) facade, 
w i t h four-over- four replacement sash, and those on the rear, s t i l l containing 
the o r i g i n a l nine-over-six sash, feature rough stone s i l l s . Bl ind segmental 
arches o r i g i n a l l y surmounted each window, but on the main facade these have 
been replaced wi th f l a t arches. The o r i g i n a l shutters have disappeared. 
O r i g i n a l l y no windows pierced e i ther the west or east sides, although a 
single window w i t h four -over - four sash has been inser ted on the west side 
between the two chimneys on the f i r s t f l o o r . Above the centra l entrance on 
both the f r o n t and the rear i s a f o u r - l i g h t transom. 

The present i n t e r i o r of the Loretz House i s the r e su l t of gradual evolu­
t i o n . The o r i g i n a l Quaker plan consisted of a large room on the east and twc 
on the west, the f r o n t room smaller than the rear. The s t a i r , o r i g i n a l l y 
open but now closed, ascends w i t h i n an alcove i n the southeast corner of the 
east room formed by the p ro jec t ing chimney breast. I n the f i r s t h a l f of the 
nineteenth century, the east room was divided by a p a r t i t i o n . The center 
p a r t i t i o n w a l l contains b r i ck nogging, but the o r i g i n a l part i t ion.between 
the west rooms and the added p a r t i t i o n between the east rooms consist only 
of a single layer of wide v e r t i c l e sheathing. 

A l l the rooms are f i n i shed wi th three-part architraves around the windoi^s 
and doors, heavy molded cornices, and molded chair r a i l s which form s i l l s 
beneath the windows. The s o f f i t s and reveals of the windows and of the 
o r i g i n a l doorways have raised panels. Most of the o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r doors 
ai^'jo^^l^he s ix raised-panel type, and hung on i r o n strap hinges. The rear 

•^ij^aK^^>door, however, i s composed of v e r t i c a l battens and hung on HL'i hinges. 

2,Z iSTthe'^^Wtel wal ls of the west rooms are completely paneled. Each mantel 
has a moiSd architrave surrounding the rectangular opening and a simple 

[v̂ /iilTQcardiee S i l ^ l f , w i t h an overmantel composed of two ranges of raised panels. 
RE.Qfe b u i ^ V i n cupboards f l ank ing the mantels have raised-paneled lower and 
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upper double doors. The cupboard o r i g i n a l l y located to the r i g h t of the 
mantel i n the rear room was removed to allow inse r t i on of the west side window 

I n the northeast room i s a three-part Federal mantel w i t h s l im engaged 
reeded colonnettes which support a shelf adorned wi th dent i l s and reeded 
molding. The end blocks contain applied pinwheel m o t i f s , and on the central 
t ab le t i s a large six-pointed s ta r . I n the l a t e r p a r t i t i o n , the doorway 
connecting the east rooms i s surrounded by an architrave consist ing of 
f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s w i t h corner blocks. The Federal mantel was probably i n s t a l l e 
when t h i s addi t ion was made. 

On the second f l o o r , three bedchambers open o f f the southeast corner h a l l 
This s tory appears to have had no p a r t i t i o n s when the house was b u i l t . The 
present p a r t i t i o n wal ls of wide v e r t i c a l sheathing, lacking comices or chair 
r a i l s , are l a t e r addi t ions . The presence of an o r i g i n a l molded chair r a i l 
attached d i r e c t l y to the rear b r ick wa l l i n the southwest chamber implies 
that the wal ls at t h i s l e v e l were plastered at a l a t e r date. The only mantel 
i n the second s tory , located i n the east room, i s also l a t e r , and v e r t i c a l 
sheathing conceals the spaces on e i ther side of the chimney breast. The 
appearance of several of the doors, however, which open wi th thumb latches 
and have raised paneling s imi la r to those of the f i r s t s tory, indicates 
that the f i n i s h i n g of the second s tory occurred r e l a t i v e l y ear ly . 

A ki tchen e l l has been added recent ly on the rear . A br ick smokehouse, 
l a i d i n Flemish bond and probably coeval wi th the main house, stands behind 
the house. Also serving as outbuildings are several cabins constructed of 
double-notched logs . 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

On May 12, 1788, P h i l i p N u l l deeded to Andrew Loretz a t r a c t containing 
125 acres, "part of a t r a c t bearing date the 28th day of March and i n the 
year 1757." This t r a c t , which sold f o r 12^ pounds North Carolina money, 
was the f i r s t land acquired by Andrew Loretz and probably i s the s i te of 
his house. I n the east w a l l of the house bricks are l a i d i n a pa t tern 
forming the i n i t i a l s of the bu i lder , " A . L . , " and the date, "1793." 

The Swiss-bom Loretz was a preacher of the Reformed Church who emi­
grated to t h i s country i n 178U. He probably came to North Carolina from 
Pennsylvania where his fa ther was also a preacher. Loretz 's a r r i v a l i n 
Lincoln County coincided w i t h that of John G o t t f r i e d Arendt (Arends), one 
of the founders of the Lutheran church i n North Carolina. I t i s said that 
the two men became good f r i e n d s , and records indicate they may have shared 
m i n i s t e r i a l duties i n a "Dutch Presbyterian" (German Reformed) Church, 
which was probably a log structure b u i l t around 1788. That Arendt, a 
Lutheran, should have preached i n a German Reformed Church i s not unusual, 
as d i f f e r e n t sects of German Protestants at f i r s t shared ministers and 
church bu i ld ings . Their common use of the German language perhpas contribu­
ted to t h i s . 

Loretz i s reported to have been a hearty man, whose pastorate aiso 
included congregations i n South Carolina. I t i s recorded that two horses 
instead of one were required as he rode upon his wide preaching c i r c u i t . 
He was known f o r his dry w i t and i s said once to have remarked to a f r i e n d 
that he had three sons of whom he was going to make "a t h i e f , a l i a r , and 
a begger," by which he meant "a doctor, a lawyer, and a preacher." Also 
according to t r a d i t i o n , Loretz and Arendt contracted that the f i r s t of 
them to die should be buried by the survivor . Whether or not he buried 
Arendt, Loretz survived him by several years, dying i n 1812 at the age of 
f i f t y - n i n e . He was buried i n the yard of Daniel 's Church i n Lincoln County. 

, Loretz had s tead i ly acquired land so that when he died he l e f t about 
^4pSQ acres. His estate included, however, only four slaves and cortparative|ly 

"tt;^\ l i ves tock . Since he did not leave a w i l l , h is property was divided 
ong i^s wi fe and s ix ch i ld ren . The house wi th 89 acres was a l l o t t e d to 

^IZizab'el'h Loretz as her dower. When Elizabeth died i n l83li.j the property 
went ip";her son and executor, Daniel Loretz. The f ami ly of A. F. Fox 
' k o q u i ^ ^ the Loretz place when i t was sold at auction by p e t i t i o n of Daniel 
Jijorafe^s heirs i n 1857. The house remained i n the hands of the Fox f a m i l y 
i j i ^ } t ' ' ' ' l 9 l l l . when i t was sold again by p e t i t i o n of he i r s . I t was then owned 
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 2 Acres 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I>aw 
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in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
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G. Jones 
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b r i e f l y by Charles F. Holly and A. P. W i l l i s . They sold i t to A. F. Logan 
i n 1926, and his f ami ly has since owned i t , the present owner being Sophia 
Logani her f a the r , David Logan has a l i f e estate i n the property. 

The Andrew Loretz House i s an irnportant example of a bu i ld ing type 
character is t ic of the Delaware Piiver region and introduced i n t o North Caroling 
by se t t l e r s from that area. The presence of paneled mantel wa l l s , and other 
Georgian elements, t y p i c a l of eastem North Carolina i n t e r i o r s decades ea r l i e 
i l l u s t r a t e s the persistence of Georgian a rch i t ec tu ra l features i n western 
North Carolina during the Federal era. The sever i ty of the massing, the 
decorative treatment of such func t iona l features as the v e n t i l a t i o n opening, 
and the s k i l l f u l ornamental manipulation of br ick make the Loretz House one 
of the most i n t e r e s t i ng exarrples of the fus ion of varied a rch i tec tu ra l 
influences i n North Carolina. 
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S h e r r i l l , William L. Annals of Lincoln County North Carolina. 
Regional Publishing Company, 1967. 
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Loretz House ' 
SR 120U J 
Lincolnton, North Carolina 

State Highway Commission 
,, Scale : 1 "/2 miles 
I; January 1 , 196l 
" Latitude 

degrees minutes seconds J-t ̂-'.-̂  degrees minutes seconds 
35° 30' it8" 810 15' 



H. G. JONES 
Direaor 

FRED F. HARBIN 
Assistant Director 

^alngij 27602 

10 November 1971 

DIVISION ADMINISTRATORS: 

C. F W COKER 
Archives and Records 

MRS. JOYE E. JORDAN 
Historic Sites and Museums 

MRS. MEMORY F. MITCHEU 
Publications 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

We are enclosing a nomination for the Loretz House i n Lincoln 
County, North Carolina, to be entered i n the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

We trust you w i l l find this nomination i n order, 
any questions, please c a l l us. 

Sincerely yours. 

H. G. /Jones 
Liaison Officer 

I f there are 

enclosures 
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