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MINUTES 
LINCOLN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MONDAY, APRIL 2, 2012 
 
 

The Lincoln County Board of County Commissioners met April 2, 2012 at the Citizens 
Center, Commissioners’ Room, 115 West Main Street, Lincolnton, North Carolina, at 
6:30 P.M. 
 
Commissioners Present:       
Alex E. Patton, Chairman 
George Arena, Vice Chair 
James A. Klein 
Carl E. Robinson, Jr.  
Carrol Mitchem 
 
Others Present: 
George A. Wood, County Manager 
Martha W. Lide, Assistant County Manager 
Wesley L. Deaton, County Attorney 
Amy S. Atkins, Clerk to the Board 
 
Call to Order:  Chairman Patton called the April 2, 2012 meeting of the Lincoln County 
Board of Commissioners to order. 
 
Commissioner Robinson gave the Invocation and Chairman Patton led in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
 
Adoption of Agenda:  Chairman Patton presented the agenda for the Board’s approval. 

UPON MOTION by Commissioner Robinson, the Board voted unanimously to adopt 
the agenda. 

 

AGENDA 
Lincoln County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

Monday, April 2, 2012 
6:30 PM 

 
James W. Warren Citizens Center  

115 West Main Street 
Lincolnton, North Carolina 
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  Call to Order 

  Invocation - Commissioner Alex Patton 

  Pledge of Allegiance 

1. Adoption of Agenda 

2. Consent Agenda 

     - Tax Requests for Refunds - Over $100 
    - February 20 – March 4, 2012 
- Tax Requests for Releases - Over $100  
    - February 16 – March 15, 2012  
- Ordinance #2012-5: An Ordinance Amending the FY 2012 Budget for 
Lincoln County  
- Lincoln County Adopt-A-Cop  
- Spring Litter Sweep 2012  

3. Public Hearings – Zoning Cases – Randy Hawkins  
CUP #308 – Rose Gibson, applicant (Parcel ID: 12102, 12103, 12103, 74420 
and 74421) A request for a conditional use permit to provide equine-assisted 
therapy in the R-R (Rural Residential) district. The proposed 53-acre site is 
located at 3525 Horseshoe Bend Trail, at the end of Horseshoe Bend Trail 
about a half mile south of Hwy. 182, in North Brook Township.  
 
CUP #309 – Louis Amico and James Ryan, applicants (Parcel ID# 32037) A 
request for a conditional use permit to sell vehicles in the B-G (General 
Business) district. The 1.5-acre parcel is located at 1269 N. NC 16 Hwy., on 
the west side of N.C. 16 Business about 400 feet south of the Unity Church 
Road intersection, in Catawba Springs Township.  
 
ZMA #594 – David and Lynn Mann, applicants (Parcel ID# 31489) A 
request to rezone a 0.74-acre parcel from CU B-N (Conditional Use 
Neighborhood Business) to R-SF (Residential Single Family). The property 
is located at 6589 Cedar St., on the northwest corner of Cedar Street and 
Campground Road, in Catawba Springs Township.  

 4.  Motion to set a date, time and location for a Public Hearing on Lincoln 
County FY 2011 Community Development Program – The purpose of the 
public hearing is to explain the funding categories of the 2011 CDBG 
Program and to allow the citizens of the County an opportunity to express 
their views concerning community development needs and priorities – 
Martha Lide 

5. Motion to set a date, time and location for a Public Hearing on Lincoln 
County FY 2011 Community Development Program – The purpose of the 
public hearing is to explain the proposed grant application to renovate the 
historic Oaklawn School located at 410 Linden Street, Lincolnton, NC and to 
allow the citizens of the County an opportunity to express their views 
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concerning the proposed project and other community development needs 
and priorities – Martha Lide   

6. Resolution #2012-10: Resolution Revising and Approving the Lincoln 
County Council on Aging By-Laws – Martha Lide  

7. Motion approving members of the Council on Aging – Martha Lide  

8. Motion designating Lincoln County Senior Services as Lead Agency for 
development of the County Aging Funding Plan and also appointing the 
Council on Aging as the Advisory Committee to assist Senior Services as 
Lead Agency in the development of the plan – Martha Lide  

9. Approval of Award for Refuse Vehicle with Roll-Off Hoist and Tarp – 
George Wood  

10. Motion to approve a Study by Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood Inc. to Assist in 
Water Purchase Negotiations with the City of Lincolnton – George Wood   

11. Resolution #2012-11: A Resolution to Establish A Green Building 
Construction Incentive – George Wood  

12. Surplus Property Sale – George Wood 

13. Public Comments (15 minutes allowed per Rules of Procedure – 3 minutes 
per person) 

14. Vacancies/Appointments 

15. Other Business 

  Adjourn 

 
 

Consent Agenda: UPON MOTION by Commissioner Mitchem, the Board voted 
unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda.  

 

   - Tax Requests for Refunds - Over $100 
    - February 20 – March 4, 2012 
- Tax Requests for Releases - Over $100  
    - February 16 – March 15, 2012  
- Ordinance #2012-5: An Ordinance Amending the FY 2012 Budget for Lincoln 
County  
- Lincoln County Adopt-A-Cop  
- Spring Litter Sweep 2012  
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ORDINANCE #2012-6: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FY 2012 BUDGET 
FOR THE COUNTY OF LINCOLN, NORTH CAROLINA 

 
THAT WHEREAS, the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners adopted the FY 2012 Budget by 
approving Ordinance #2011-11 on June 20, 2011; and 
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WHEREAS, the Finance Director and County Manager are recommending further amendments as shown 
on the attachments herein; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners wishes to approve these proposed budget 
amendments; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED AND ESTABLISHED by the Board of Commissioners of 
Lincoln County, North Carolina, that the FY 2012 Budget previously adopted is hereby amended as 
follows: 
 
Section 1.  That the budget amendments attached hereto, and incorporated herein by reference as Exhibit A 
to Ordinance #2012-6, are hereby approved and adopted as amendments to the FY 2012 Budget. 
 
Section 2.  That this amendment to the budget shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by the 
Board of Commissioners. 
 
Passed and adopted this 16th day of April, 2012. 
 
 

BY: ______________________________________ 
      Alex E. Patton, Chairman 
      Lincoln County Board of Commissioners 
ATTEST:  
 
_________________________________ 
Amy S. Atkins 
Clerk to the Board 
                                              
                                                EXHIBIT A to Ordinance #2012-6      
 
Budget Amendments numbered 116 through 117, inclusive. 
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Public Hearings: 

Randy Hawkins presented the following information: 
  
CUP #308 – Rose Gibson, applicant (Parcel ID: 12102, 12103, 12103, 74420 and 
74421)   
 
The applicant is requesting a conditional use permit to provide equine-assisted therapy in 
the R-R (Rural Residential) district.  In equine assisted therapy, individuals interact with 
horses in a variety of activities, including grooming, feeding and walking, with the aim of 
improving psychological health.  In regard to zoning, the proposed use has been 
classified as recreational.  Under the Civic Uses section of the Unified Development 
Ordinance’s Use Table, the operation of private recreational facilities is a conditional use 
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in the R-R district. 
 
The proposed 53-acre site is located at 3525 Horseshoe Bend Trail, at the end of 
Horseshoe Bend Trail about a half mile south of Hwy. 182, in North Brook Township.  
The applicant resides on this property, which includes an existing horse farm.  Horseshoe 
Bend Trail is a private road. 
 
This property is adjoined by property zoned R-R and R-SF (Residential Single-Family).  
Land uses in this area are primarily residential and agricultural.  The Lincoln County 
Land Use Plan designates this area as Rural Preservation, suitable for low-density 
residential uses and limited small-scale commercial sues that are suited for and blend in 
well with rural environments. 
 
Chairman Patton opened the Public Hearing concerning CUP #308 – Rose Gibson, 
applicant. 
 
Melvin Gales, 6127 Hwy 182, stated that he owns the property going down the road to 
there.  He asked who would maintain and clean up the road.  He said there is no way for 
two cars to pass on the road and asked if it would be widened. 
 
Tooter Eaker, 3484 Horseshoe Bend Trail, said her land meets the applicant’s land right 
where the go into their house.  The road they use to get to their property is a one-lane dirt 
road.  She said the applicant only has a tractor and does not maintain the road.   
 
Randy Hawkins stated that he spoke to the applicant this morning and she was planning 
to be here.  He said the Board may want to continue the public hearing. 
 
 
CUP #309 – Louis Amico and James Ryan, applicants (Parcel ID# 32037)  
The applicant is requesting a conditional use permit to sell vehicles in the B-G (General 
Business) district.  An existing building and parking lot would be utilized as part of the 
proposal.  Under the Use Table of the Unified Development Ordinance, a vehicle sales 
establishment is a conditional use in the B-G district.  It’s also a conditional use under the 
regulations for the Eastern Lincoln Development District (ELDD), in which the property 
is located. 
 
The 1.5-acre parcel is located at 1269 N. NC 16 Hwy. on the west side of NC 16 
Business about 400 feet south of the Unity Church Road intersection, and backs up to 
Triangle Circle.  It is adjoined by property zoned B-G and R-S (Residential Suburban).  
Land uses in this area are primarily commercial, with some residential uses on the 
opposite side of Triangle Circle.  This property is located in an area identified by the NC 
16 Corridor Vision Plan as a commercial node. 
 
The ELDD regulations require that all outdoor sales areas for vehicles be separated from 
the road right-of-way by a Class A buffer and a fence constructed of ornamental iron or 
other metal works, or masonry columns of brick, decorative block or similar materials.  
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The minimum requirement for a Class A buffer is a 10-foot-wide landscaping strip with 
two canopy trees, two understory trees and 12 shrubs per 100 feet of frontage. 
 
In this case, the existing parking lot extends right up to the edge of the road right-of-way.  
To provide an area for the required fence and plantings, the applicants are proposing to 
remove five feet of the existing pavement.  This would be half the width of the minimum 
requirement for a Class A buffer.  Under the ELDD regulations, the Planning Board is 
authorized to approve a site plan that does not meet specific standards, provided that 
certain findings of fact are made. 
 
The UDO’s general development standards for landscaping call for trees and shrubs to be 
chosen from a list of recommended species.  However, plants that are not on the list may 
be used with the approval of the Board of Commissioners.  In this case, the landscaping 
plan calls for a non-listed tree, a sabal palm. 
 
Chairman Patton opened the public hearing concerning CUP #309 – Louis Amico and 
James Ryan, applicants. 
 
Rudy Bauer, 8252 Blades Trail, stated that he did a little research and found that there are 
8 used car lots from Campground Road to Hwy. 73.  There are gas stations and oil 
change places that put cars out front for sale.  He said he doesn’t think any more car lots 
are needed. 
 
Jim McNamara said his company, Lake Norman Motors, will be going in the building.  
He said he has been in the car business his entire life.  He said he ran Arnold Palmer 
Cadillac previously.  He said it will be a nice building. 
 
Gordon Hirshman, 8446 Pine Lane Road, spoke in opposition of the request.  He said this 
will not provide a service that is not being met already and is not in compliance with the 
ELDD. 
 
Louis Amico, owner of the building, said the building has been there empty for 3 ½ 
years.  He said the business is not there and this is a gentleman who wants to provide an 
attractive car sales place.  He said it is an enhancement and may drive out some of the 
lower end used car lots.  He said a vote against this would be a hardship to him and his 
business partner. 
 
Being no additional speakers, Chairman Patton closed the public hearing. 
 
ZMA #594 – David and Lynn Mann, applicants (Parcel ID# 31489).  

The applicants are requesting the rezoning of a 0.74-acre lot from CU B-N (Conditional 
Use Neighborhood Business) to R-SF (Residential Single-Family).  This property was 
rezoned to CU B-N in 2006 in a parallel conditional use rezoning (PCUR #127) to permit 
a house to be used as a photography studio.  If this request is approved, the property 
would be rezoned to its previous classification. 
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This property is located at 6589 Cedar St., on the northwest corner of Cedar Street and 
Campground Road, in Catawba Springs Township.  It is adjoined by property zoned R-
SF and B-N.  Land uses in this area are primarily single-family dwellings, but also 
include a manufactured home park, an apartment complex and some commercial uses.  
This property is located in an area designated by the Lincoln County Land Use Plan as 
Mixed Residential/Commercial, envisioned to become a mixed-use village consisting of 
both single-family and small-scale office and retail uses. 
 
 
Chairman Patton opened the Public Hearing concerning ZMA #594 – David and Lynn 
Mann, applicants. 
 
Being no speakers, Chairman Patton declared the public hearing closed. 

 
Chairman Patton asked if the applicant was here for CUP #308.  No one responded, so 
Chairman Patton declared the public hearing closed. 
 
Chairman Patton announced that since there was not a quorum of the Planning Board 
present, no votes will be taken tonight.  A special meeting will be held to deliberate the 
cases. 
 
Motion to set a date, time and location for a Public Hearing on Lincoln County FY 
2011 Community Development Program – The purpose of the public hearing is to 
explain the funding categories of the 2011 CDBG Program and to allow the citizens 
of the County an opportunity to express their views concerning community 
development needs and priorities – Martha Lide:  Martha Lide asked the Board to set 
a Public Hearing on Lincoln County FY 2011 Community Development Program. 
 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner Arena, the Board set the Public Hearing for April 
16, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. in the Board of Commissioners Room for the Community 
Development Program. 
 
Motion to set a date, time, and location for a Public Hearing on Lincoln County FY 
2011 Community Development Program – The purpose of the public hearing is to 
explain the proposed grant application to renovate the historic Oaklawn School 
located at 410 Linden Street, Lincolnton, NC and to allow the citizens of the County 
an opportunity to express their views concerning the proposed project and other 
community development needs and priorities: 
 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner Arena, the Board voted unanimously to set the 
Public hearing for April 16, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. in the Board of Commissioners Room for 
the Community Development Program. 
 
Mr. Wood said the Committee’s report will be presented at the April 16, 2012 meeting. 
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Resolution #2012-10: Resolution Revising and Approving the Lincoln County 
Council on Aging By-Laws – Martha Lide:  Marti Hovis, Director of Lincoln County 
Senior Services, presented the revised bylaws for the Council on Aging. 
 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner Robinson, the Board voted unanimously to approve 
Resolution #2012-10. 
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Motion approving members of the Council on Aging – Martha Lide: 

UPON MOTION by Commissioner Robinson, the Board voted unanimously to appoint 
the following members to the Council on Aging: 
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Wanda Cates 
Karen Gregory 
Melinda Houser 
Marti Hovis 
Jan Jones 
Martha Lide 
Cecelia Martin 
Douglas McClain 
Susan McCracken 
Libby Mize 
Rick Olson 
Rom Rombs 
Beth Saine 
Angela Schlottman 
Sue Jane Sides 
Mitzi Williams 

Motion designating Lincoln County Senior Services as Lead Agency for 
development of the County Aging Funding Plan and also appointing the Council on 
Aging as the Advisory Committee to assist Senior Services as Lead Agency in the 
development of the plan – Martha Lide:  UPON MOTION by Commissioner 
Robinson, the Board voted unanimously to designate Lincoln County Senior Services as 
Lead Agency for development of the County Aging Funding Plan and also appointing the 
Council on Aging as the Advisory Committee to assist Senior Services as Lead Agency 
in the development of the plan. 
  

Approval of Award for Refuse Vehicle with Roll-Off Hoist and Tarp – George 
Wood:  Mr. Wood stated that Lincoln County Solid Waste has the need for a Refuse 
Vehicle with Roll-Off Hoist and Tarp.  The project was bid on March 22, 2012.  Seven 
bids were received ranging from $150,249.34 to $163,716.00.   
 
The lowest bidder is Advantage Truck Center with a bid of $150,249.34.  Mr. Wood 
recommended that Bid #2012-0322 be awarded to Advantage Truck Center. 
 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner Klein, the Board voted unanimously to award the 
bid to Advantage Truck Center with a bid of $150,249.34. 
 

Motion to approve a Study by Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood Inc. to Assist in Water 
Purchase Negotiations with the City of Lincolnton – George Wood:  Mr. Wood 
presented the following: 
 
We have had ongoing discussions with the City about the possibility of buying water 
from them as opposed to expanding the Lake Norman Water Treatment Plant.  We 
currently buy some water from them, usually in the summer, when we near our peak 
capacity of 3.99 million gallons per day (mgd).  The plant could be expanded by 4.0 mgd, 
or we could enter into a long-term agreement to purchase water from the City.  They have 
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excess capacity, and need to try to use that capacity to keep their system financially 
viable. 
 
We cannot talk intelligently about which option is best, or what price we would be 
willing to pay, until we know what an expansion might cost.  Then, we can convert that 
into a cost per 1,000 gallons.  That would then be compared to the price we might be able 
to buy it for.   
 
The proposal from Goodwyn, Mills, and Cawood, Inc. is for $7,500 and will provide the 
needed information. 

UPON MOTION by Commissioner Arena, the Board voted 4 – 1 (Mitchem against) to 
approve the proposal from Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood not to exceed $7500. 
 
Resolution #2012-11: A Resolution to Establish A Green Building Construction 
Incentive – George Wood:  UPON MOTION by Commissioner Arena, the Board voted 
unanimously to approve Resolution #2012-11:  A Resolution to Establish a Green 
Building Construction Incentive. 
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Public Comments (15 minutes allowed per Rules of Procedure – 3 minutes per 
person):   
 
Rudy Bauer, 8252 Blades Trail, said when the hailstorm occurred a few weeks ago, the 
water was as muddy as it used to be.  He asked if 5/3 could be made to do something.  He 
said with the school house (Oaklawn), the recommendation was made to tear it down and 
the Board should tear it down. 

 

Other Business:  Mr. Wood presented a letter sent by Gaston County withdrawing from 
the Mountain Island Marine Commission.  He said he will review this with Wesley 
Deaton. 
 
Mr. Wood announced the hiring of the New Public Works Director, Don Chamblee, who 
will start April 30. 

Adjourn: 
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UPON MOTION by Commissioner Klein, the Board voted unanimously to recess to 
March 12, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________ ____________________________________  
Amy S. Atkins, Clerk     Alex E. Patton, Chairman 
Board of Commissioners   Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 


