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MINUTES 
LINCOLN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MONDAY, JANUARY 30, 2012 
 
 

The Lincoln County Board of County Commissioners met January 30, 2012 at the 
Citizens Center, Commissioners’ Room, 115 West Main Street, Lincolnton, North 
Carolina, at 6:30 P.M. 
 
Commissioners Present:       
Alex E. Patton, Chairman 
George Arena, Vice Chair 
James A. Klein 
Carl E. Robinson, Jr.  
Carrol Mitchem 
 
Others Present: 
George A. Wood, County Manager 
Martha W. Lide, Assistant County Manager 
Wesley L. Deaton, County Attorney 
Amy S. Atkins, Clerk to the Board 
 
Call to Order:  Chairman Patton called the January 30, 2012 meeting of the Lincoln 
County Board of Commissioners to order. 
 
Rev. J.V. Allen of Boger City Wesleyan Church gave the Invocation and Chairman 
Patton led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Chairman Patton asked Wesley Deaton, County Attorney, for his recommendation 
concerning prayer before Board of Commissioners meeting due to the recent ruling. 
 
 
Adoption of Agenda:  Chairman Patton presented the agenda for the Board’s approval. 

UPON MOTION by Commissioner Mitchem, the Board voted unanimously to adopt the 
agenda. 

AGENDA 
Lincoln County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

Monday, January 30, 2012 
6:30 PM 

 
James W. Warren Citizens Center  

115 West Main Street 
Lincolnton, North Carolina 

  Call to Order 
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  Invocation - Rev. J.V. Allen 

  Pledge of Allegiance 

1. Adoption of Agenda 

2. Consent Agenda 

     - Ordinance #2012-2:  An Ordinance Amending the FY 2012 Budget for the 
County of Lincoln, North Carolina 
- Sponsored Group Status 
    -Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus Church 
    - Chamber of Commerce 
- Tax Requests for Releases - Over $100 
    - December 16, 2011 - January 15, 2012 
- Tax Requests for Refunds - Over $100 
    - December 12, 2011 - January 8, 2012 
- Resolution #2012-1 

3. Recognition of Leon Harmon, Finance Director 

4. Recommendations from Planning Board - Randy Hawkins 
 - ZMA #590 - Lincoln County Planning and Inspections Department, applicant 
 - ZMA #591 - Lincoln County Planning and Inspections Department, applicant 
 - ZMA #592 - Renee Reel, applicant 

5. Public Hearing - Community Transportation Program Application and Motion to 
approve Community Transportation Program Application in the in the sum of 
$394,813 - Ron Rombs 
    - Motion to approve Resolution #2012-2:  Community Transportation 
Program Resolution  
    - Motion to approve Resolution #2012-3:  Human Service Transportation 
Resolution  

6. Request for Approval of FY 2011 Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) - Ron 
Rombs 

7. Public Comments (15 minutes allowed per Rules of Procedure - 3 minutes per 
person) 

8. Resolution #2012-4:  Resolution - Recreation Trails Program - 2012 Application - 
Erma Deen Hoyle 

 9. Bid approval - Re-roofing of Bank of America Building - Burns Whittaker 

10. Finance Officer's Report - Leon Harmon 

11. County Manager's Report - George Wood 

12. County Commissioners' Report 

13. County Attorney's Report 

14. Vacancies/Appointment768768s 

15. Calendar  

16. Other Business 
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- Register of Deeds Report 
- NCACC County Federal Issues 

17. Closed Session pursuant to NCGS § 143-318.11.  (a)(4)  To discuss matters relating 
to the location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the area served by 
the public body, including agreement on a tentative list of economic development 
incentives that may be offered by the public body in negotiations. The action 
approving the signing of an economic development contract or commitment, or the 
action authorizing the payment of economic development expenditures, shall be 
taken in an open session. 

 Adjourn  

 
Consent Agenda: UPON MOTION by Commissioner Klein, the Board voted 
unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda.  
 
  - Ordinance #2012-2:  An Ordinance Amending the FY 2012 Budget for the County of Lincoln, 
North Carolina 
- Sponsored Group Status 
    -Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus Church 
    - Chamber of Commerce 
- Tax Requests for Releases - Over $100 
    - December 16, 2011 - January 15, 2012 
- Tax Requests for Refunds - Over $100 
    - December 12, 2011 - January 8, 2012 
- Resolution #2012-1 
 

 
ORDINANCE #2012-2: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FY 2012 BUDGET 

FOR THE COUNTY OF LINCOLN, NORTH CAROLINA 
 

 
THAT WHEREAS, the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners adopted the FY 2012 Budget by 
approving Ordinance #2011-11 on June 20, 2011; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Finance Director and County Manager are recommending further amendments as shown 
on the attachments herein; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners wishes to approve these proposed budget 
amendments; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED AND ESTABLISHED by the Board of Commissioners of 
Lincoln County, North Carolina, that the FY 2012 Budget previously adopted is hereby amended as 
follows: 
 
Section 1.  That the budget amendments attached hereto, and incorporated herein by reference as Exhibit A 
to Ordinance #2012-2, are hereby approved and adopted as amendments to the FY 2012 Budget. 
 
Section 2.  That this amendment to the budget shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by the 
Board of Commissioners. 
 
Passed and adopted this 30th day of January, 2012. 
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      BY: ______________________________________ 
       Alex E. Patton, Chairman 
       Lincoln County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
ATTEST:  
 
_________________________________ 
Amy S. Atkins 
Clerk to the Board 
                                              
                                                EXHIBIT A to Ordinance #2012-2      
 
Budget Amendments numbered 76 through 77, inclusive, and numbered 79 though 80, inclusive. 
 
- Tax Requests for Releases - Over $100 - December 16, 2011 - January 15, 2012;  
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- Tax Requests for Refunds - Over $100 - December 12, 2011 - January 8, 2012; December 26, 
2011- January 8, 2012 
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RESOLUTION #2012-1: A RESOLUTION HONORING THE SERVICE OF 

MR. J. LEON HARMON TO LINCOLN COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA 
 

THAT WHEREAS, Mr. J. Leon Harmon has served the citizens of Lincoln County with distinction for the 
past thirty-eight years, serving the last twenty-four of those years as the Finance Director; and 
 
WHEREAS, during his tenure the County has received the Government Finance Officers Association’s 
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for fifteen consecutive years; consistently 
received clean audit opinions; maintained high credit ratings from all three major rating agencies; saved 
several millions of dollars by refinancing its debt; and has maintained a solid financial position; and  
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Harmon has exemplified the highest ideals of public service: impeccable honesty, 
dedication, enthusiasm, technical competence, and a desire to improve his community; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mr. Harmon has been an outstanding departmental director, earning the respect and 
admiration of the Board, the County Manager, his fellow department heads, and the citizens of this county; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lincoln County, North Carolina Board of Commissioners 
that the Board hereby expresses its sincere appreciation to Mr. Harmon for his exemplary and faithful 
service to the citizens of Lincoln County, and extends its best wishes to him and his family for a long, 
healthy, and enjoyable retirement. 
 
 
Adopted this 30th day of January, 2012.   
 
 
 
By: _______________________________ 
Alex E. Patton, Chairman 
Lincoln County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________________ 
Amy S. Atkins 
Clerk to the Board 
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Recognition of Leon Harmon , Finance Director:  Chairman Patton and the 
Commissioners recognized Leon Harmon for his years of service, presenting him with a 
Resolution and Order of the Long Leaf Pine. 
  
Recommendations from Planning Board: 
Randy Hawkins presented the following recommendations: 
 
ZMA #590 Lincoln County Planning and Inspections Department, applicant (Parcel 
ID# 87034, 87035, 87036, 87037 and 87038) A proposal to rezone 4.7 acres from CU R-
S (Conditional Use Residential Suburban) to R-SF (Residential Single-Family). The 
property is located on the east side of Pointe West Lane about 800 feet north of Tower 
Road in North Brook Township. 
 
The Planning Board voted 5-0 to recommend approval. 
 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner Mitchem, the Board voted unanimously to approve 
ZMA #590 based on the recommendation of the Planning Board with the Statement of 
Consistency and Reasonableness. 
 
ZMA #591 Lincoln County Planning and Inspections Department, applicant (Parcel 
ID# 58288) A proposal to rezone 16 acres from CU R-S (Conditional Use Residential 
Suburban) to R-SF (Residential Single-Family). The property is located on the south side 
of Dan Rhyne Road about 2,000 feet east of Reeps Grove Church Road in North Brook 
Township. 
 
The Planning Board voted 5-0 to recommend approval. 
 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner Arena, the Board voted unanimously to approve 
ZMA #591 based on the recommendation of the Planning Board with the Statement of 
Consistency and Reasonableness. 
 
ZMA #592 Renee Reel, applicant (Parcel ID# 90408) A request to rezone 1.5 acres 
from R-T (Transitional Residential) to B-N (Neighborhood Business). The property is 
located on the northwest corner of Hwy. 73 and Amity Church Road in Ironton 
Township. 
 
The Planning Board voted 6-0 to recommend approval. 
 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner Robinson, the Board voted unanimously to approve 
ZMA #592 based on the recommendation of the Planning Board with the Statement of 
Consistency and Reasonableness. 
 
 
Public Hearing – Community Transportation Program Application and Motion to 
approve Community Transportation Program Application in the sum of $294,813:  
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Ron Rombs presented the following information: 
 

 

 
 
Chairman Patton declared the public hearing open.  Being no speakers, Chairman Patton 
declared the public hearing closed. 
 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner Mitchem, the Board voted unanimously to approve 
the Community Transportation Program Application in the sum of $394,813. 
 
 
Motion to approve Resolution 2012-2:  Community Transportation Program 
Resolution:  UPON MOTION by Commissioner Klein, the Board voted unanimously to 
approve Resolution 2012-2:  Community Transportation Program Resolution. 
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Motion to approve Resolution 2012-3:  Human Service Transportation Resolution: 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner Arena, the Board voted unanimously to approve 
Resolution 2012-3:  Human Service Transportation Resolution. 
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Request for Approval of FY 2011 Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG): 
Ron Rombs presented the following information: 
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UPON MOTION by Commissioner Klein, the Board voted unanimously to approve the 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant. 
 
Public Comments:  Chairman Patton opened Public Comments. 
  
Being no speakers, Chairman Patton declared the Public Comments section closed. 
  
Resolution #2012-4:  Resolution – Recreation Trails Program – 2012 Application: 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner Robinson, the Board voted unanimously to approve 
Resolution #2012-4. 
 

RESOLUTION 
RECREATION TRAILS PROGRAM 

2012 APPLICATION 
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WHEREAS, Lincoln County is developing Rock Springs Park, a 116 acre passive park in 
Catawba Springs Township of Lincoln County; and 
 
WHEREAS, a major focus of the park’s passive recreation will include hiking and nature 
walks on the parks trails; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lincoln County has been awarded a PARTF grant in the amount of 
$415,000 for the project, with a local match of $478,350; and 
 
WHEREAS, Lincoln County Parks and Recreation wishes to submit an application for a 
$75,000 grant to the North Carolina Recreation Trails Program for Rock Springs Park; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Recreation Trails Program requires a 25% local match and completion 
of the project within two years of award; 
 
Now, THEREFORE, the LINCOLN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS does 
hereby resolve: 
 

- to provide the 25% local match of $18,750, using the funds outlined above, and 

-  to complete this project within the 2 year time period as required. 
 
_______________________________________   January 30, 2012 
Alex Patton, Chairman 
Lincoln County Board of Commissioners 
 
_______________________________________ 
Attest: Amy Atkins, Clerk to the Board 
 
Bid approval – Re-roofing of Bank of America Building:  Burns Whittaker stated that 
bids were received on January 10, 2012 for the re-roofing of the “Bank of America” 
building.  Low bid was submitted by Carolina Roofing Solutions of Charlotte in the 
amount of $143,000.  The project was identified as part of the 2008 Facility Bond. 
 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner Arena, the Board voted unanimously to approve the 
bid of Carolina Roofing Solutions of Charlotte in the amount of $143,000. 
 
 
Finance Officer’s Report:  Chris Alexander, with First Tryon Investors, gave an update 
on bond sales. 
 
County Manager’s Report:  Mr. Wood said he hopes to make an announcement 
sometime in the next week concerning the Finance Director position.  He said Burns 
Whittaker turned in his resignation today. 
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County Attorney’s Report:  Wesley Deaton, County Attorney, gave an update on his 
recent activities. 
 
Vacancies/Appointments:  Commissioner Robinson presented the following vacancies: 
 

Lincoln County 
Board of Commissioners 

Board Vacancies/Appointments 
January 30, 2012 

 
Vacancies:  
 

- Nursing and Adult Home Community Advisory Committee 
- Recreation Commission 

o Lincolnton Township 
- Lincoln Natural Resources   
- Industrial Revenues Bond Board 
- Library Board – North Brook Township 
- Board of Adjustment – 2 alternates 

 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner Robinson, the Board voted unanimously to make the 
following appointments: 
 
Appointments: 
 
Board of Health: 
 
Appoint:   Mrs. Ginger Lusk, R.N. 
Reappoint: Harriet Lineberger 

 
Board of Adjustment:  
 
Appoint:   Brian Rabalais   (Both are currently alternates and will move up to  

Bill Piersol  regular members) 
   
 
Community Friends Corporation:   
 
Appoint:   Crystal Gettys 
 
 
Closed Session:  UPON MOTION by Commissioner Klein, the Board voted 
unanimously to enter Closed Session pursuant to NCGS § 143-318.11. (a)(4) To discuss 
matters relating to the location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the area 
served by the public body, including agreement on a tentative list of economic 
development incentives that may be offered by the public body in negotiations.  
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Chairman Patton announced that no action was taken in Closed Session. 
 
Adjourn:  UPON MOTION by Commissioner Klein, the Board voted unanimously to 
adjourn.   
 
 
 
________________________________   ____________________________________  
Amy S. Atkins, Clerk      Alex E. Patton, Chairman 
Board of Commissioners    Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 


