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MINUTES 
LINCOLN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MONDAY, MAY 18, 2020 
 
 

The Lincoln County Board of County Commissioners met on May 18, 2020, at the 
Commissioners Room, Administration Building, 353 N. Generals Blvd, Lincolnton, the regular 
place of meeting at 6:30 PM. 
 
Commissioners Present: 
Carrol Mitchem, Chair 
Richard Permenter, Vice Chair 
Anita McCall 
Milton Sigmon 
Bud Cesena  
 
Others Present: 
Kelly G. Atkins, County Manager  
Wesley Deaton, County Attorney 
Josh Grant, Programs Manager 
Amy S. Atkins, Clerk to the Board 
Deanna Rios, Finance Director 
Crystal Watson, Controller 
 
      
Call to Order:  Chairman Mitchem called the May 18, 2020 meeting of the Lincoln County 
Board of Commissioners to order.  He called for a moment of silence and led in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 
Adoption of Agenda:  Chairman Mitchem presented the agenda for the Board’s approval. 

AGENDA 
Lincoln County Board of Commissioners Meeting 

Monday, May 18, 2020 
6:30 PM 

 
Lincoln County Administration Office 

353 N. Generals Blvd 
 Lincolnton, NC 28092 

  Call to Order - Chairman Carrol Mitchem 

  Moment of Silence 

  Pledge of Allegiance 

 1. Adoption of Agenda 
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 2. Consent Agenda 
 1.  VTS Refunds 
 2.  Approval of Minutes - May 4, 2020 
 3.  2020 EMS Week Proclamation 
 4.  Performance Guarantee Extension - Killians Pointe Parcel A Map 3 
 5.  GPOA #2 
 6.  CPOA #4 
 7.  BOA #5 

 3. Rescue Squad Park Playground Addition – John Davis and Marty Smith 

 4. Budget Presentation - Kelly Atkins 

 5. Public Comments 

  6.  Finance Officers Report 

 7. County Manager’s Report         

 8. County Commissioners’ Report               

  9. County Attorney’s Report 

 10. Vacancies/Appointments            

 11. Calendar 

 12. Other Business 
 
Information Only - No Action Needed 
 - Register of Deeds Report 
 - Property Tax Collection Report   

 Adjourn 
 
 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner McCall, the Board voted unanimously to adopt the agenda 
as presented. 
 
Consent Agenda: UPON MOTION by Commissioner Sigmon, the Board voted unanimously to 
approve the Consent Agenda. 
 
**The following links can be clicked on to view the supporting documents** 
 
1.  VTS Refunds 
 2.  Approval of Minutes - May 4, 2020 
 3.  2020 EMS Week Proclamation 
 4.  Performance Guarantee Extension - Killians Pointe Parcel A Map 3 
 5.  GPOA #2 
 6.  CPOA #4 
 7.  BOA #5 

http://www.lincolncounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/14370
http://www.lincolncounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/14372
http://www.lincolncounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/14373
http://www.lincolncounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/14685
http://www.lincolncounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/14686
http://www.lincolncounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/14687
http://www.lincolncounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/14688
http://www.lincolncounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/14689
http://www.lincolncounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/14690
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 8. Waived Fees – Thunder over Carolina 
 
 
Rescue Squad Park Playground Addition:  Josh Grant presented the following: 
 
Denver/Lake Norman Rotary Club has raised funds for the purchase and installation of 
additional playground equipment for Rescue Squad Park.  The cost of these additions will be 
$30,203.96.  These playground additions will be installed in the open space in the existing 
playground.   
 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner Cesena, the Board voted unanimously to approve the 
Rescue Squad Park Playground Addition as presented. 
 
 
Budget Presentation:  Chairman Mitchem said the Commissioners have put in a lot of effort on 
this budget.  He thanked the County Manager for all the hours he has put into preparing the 
budget for Lincoln County. 
 
Commissioner Sigmon echoed Chairman Mitchem’s sentiments and said the budget will be 
revisited in January. 
 
Commissioner McCall thanked the County Manager and Assistant to the County Manager for 
their work on this budget. 
 
Mr. Atkins said the budget presentation is tonight, followed by the public hearing at the next 
meeting.  The Board can vote on the budget at any point after the public hearing.  He said this 
was his most challenging budget to date due to COVID 19 and he expects severe reductions in 
revenues.  He said that even though there will not be raises for county employees immediately, it 
will be reevaluated in January.    
 
 

http://www.lincolncounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/14691
http://www.lincolncounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/14692
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Crystal Watson presented current capital projects and future projects. 
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Deanna Rios presented the General Fund Expenditures and revenues. 
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Deanna Rios presented the recommended school funding, which includes a 2% supplement increase to certified 
classroom teachers only.  The Board has made it clear they want to go from 7% to 9% for certified in-classroom 
teachers to be competitive.   
 
Commissioner Cesena said part of the reason for the 2% increase was the fact that teachers were promised a 5% 
raise last year and it didn’t come through so they got nothing.  This year it appears they will not get anything again.  
He said this Board did not think that was reasonable at all because they believe in teachers and understand their 
worth in this county. 
 
Commissioner Sigmon said the 2% when you tally it up, you have to pay social security and retirement on that 
amount.  He said the real cost is a very substatial amount and he feels the teachers will be very appeciative. 
 
Commissioner Cesena said the Board would be willing to consider giving 2% to additional employees, such as 
guidinace counselors, if it was deemed reasonable. 
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Josh Grant presented Employee requests and benefits. 
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Public Comments:  Chairman Mitchem opened Public Comments. 
 
Dr. Lory Morrow spoke concerning the budget and funding for Lincoln County Schools. 
 
Mr. Jonathan Bryant spoke concerning the budget and advocated for public education in Lincoln 
County.   
 
Debbie Wooten spoke concerning funding for the Hesed House of Hope, asking the Board to 
reinstate funding. 
 
Linda Ostergaard requested the resignation of Chairman Mitchem for violating the Executive 
Order and opening his restaurant. 
 
Being no additional speakers, Chairman Mitchem closed Public Comments 
 
 
Finance Officers Report:  Deanna Rios presented the Finance Officer’s Report.  
  
County Manager’s Report:  Kelly Atkins asked the Board to begin the August 3, 2020 meeting 
at 3:30 PM at the Citizens Center Auditorium to hear the backlog of zoning public hearings that 
have been delayed due to COVID.  Social distancing will be easier to accomplish at the Citizens 
Center Building. 
 

http://www.lincolncounty.org/DocumentCenter/View/14693
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Other Business:  Commissioner Permenter said EMS handled a situation in his neighborhood 
extremely well and very effectively. 
 
Adjourn:  UPON MOTION by Commissioner Sigmon, the Board voted unanimously to 
adjourn. 
 
 
________________________________ ____________________________________  
Amy S. Atkins, Clerk      Carrol Mitchem, Chairman 
Board of Commissioners    Board of Commissioners 
 


