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 MINUTES 
LINCOLN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2019 
 
 

The Lincoln County Board of County Commissioners met on December 16, 2019, at the 
Commissioners Room, Administration Building, 353 N. Generals Blvd, Lincolnton, the 
regular place of meeting at 4:00 PM. 
 
Commissioners Present: 
Carrol Mitchem, Chair 
Richard Permenter, Vice Chair 
Milton Sigmon 
Bud Cesena 
Anita McCall 
 
Others Present: 
Kelly G. Atkins, County Manager  
Wesley Deaton, County Attorney 
Josh Grant, Programs Manager 
Amy Atkins, Clerk to the Board 
 
Call to Order:  Chairman Mitchem called the December 16, 2019 meeting of the Lincoln 
County Board of Commissioners to order.   
 
Adoption of Agenda:  Chairman Mitchem presented the agenda for the Board’s approval. 

AGENDA 

 
Lincoln County Board of Commissioners Work 

Session Concerning Beach Access on Unity Church 
Road with Representatives of Duke Energy and the 

Recreation Commission 

Monday, December 16, 2019 
4:00 PM 

 

Lincoln County Administration Office 
353 N. Generals Blvd 

 Lincolnton, NC 28092 

  Call to Order - Chairman Carrol Mitchem 
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1. Adoption of Agenda 

2. Introductions – John Davis 

3. Discussion on Beach Access on Unity Church Road with representatives from Duke 
Energy and the Lincoln County Recreation Commission 
 

 Adjourn 
 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner Sigmon, the Board voted unanimously to adopt the 
agenda as presented. 
 
Chairman Mitchem turned the meeting over to Mr. John Davis, who introduced Recreation 
Commission members present:  Yvonne Canipe, Rebecca Powell, Edward McFadden, and 
Karen Duncan.  He also introduced representatives from Duke Energy:  John Crutchfield, 
Ryan Snitker and Robin Nicholson. 
 
Discussion on Beach Access on Unity Church Road with representatives from Duke 
Energy and the Lincoln County Recreation Commission:  John Crutchfield said a traffic 
impact analysis has not been completed yet, but will be done before construction. 
 
Mr. Crutchfield and Ryan Snitker presented the following Powerpoint Presentation: 
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The Board expressed concerns with the safety issue that already exists at Unity Church 
Road and the fact that a traffic study has not been done. 
 
Representatives from Duke said it would be possible to delay the project start date until  
2021 and finish by the deadline of 2022.  They said they would be willing to sponsor a 
traffic impact analysis in coordination with Lincoln County and NCDOT.  Commissioner 
Cesena asked for the traffic impact study to be done in the summer, not when kids are in 
school.  He said Jackie McSwain has said that the big construction project for the Unity 
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Church Road intersection will begin on June 22, 2021, breaking ground August 1, 20201 
and complete in one year.   
 
The Commissioners agreed to push this project out one year to make sure all the information 
is available so the safety of the people living in the area and visiting the beach would be the 
priority. 
 
UPON MOTION by Commissioner Cesena, the Board voted unanimously to ask Duke 
Energy to postpone this portion of the project until 2021 and direct County Manager and 
Recreation Director to look at alternatives with Duke Energy and NCDOT to this plan and 
that nothing is done until at least such time as Unity Church Road is fixed, with a traffic 
study being completed before construction. 
 
Adjourn:  UPON MOTION by Commissioner Cesena, the Board voted unanimously to 
adjourn the meeting. 
 
 
 


